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Mr. ORR. That was altogether a different 
matter, | suspect, from what is contemplated in 
this resolution. — 
ag | understand it, and a contract is to be made 
for its printing. The very fact that the resolution 
contemplates the necessity of making a contract, 
shows that it is to be taken from the public print- 
er, and as such I think it gives to him the right to 
come to this House and claim damages from the 


i ; ’ 
| contractor might justly complain. 


It is an abstract of the census, || 


House for a violation of the contract with him, | 
inasmuch as they contracted to give him the pub- | 


lic printing. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I will ask the 


gentleman a question: I believe he is on the Com- 


mittee of Printing? 

Mr. ORR. I am not. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I will not then put the 
question to him [ intended. 
gels through. 


Mr. ORR. Iam through. 


Mr. STEPHENS. The public printing of this | 


House, Mr. Speaker, is now regulated by law. 
We have got a joint resolution of the two Houses 
assed some years ago, providing for the letting 
out of all the public printing to be done for the 
Senate and House by contract. Here is the reso- 
lution. I will not detain the House by reading it. 
The different kinds of printing are specifically 
provided for: the reports of committees at par- 
ucular rates; the acts of Congress at particular 
rates; printed bills at particular rates; and then 
“all other kinds of printing ordered by either 
House’ are provided for in a genersl clause. 
This is a public law of the land, passed by the 
Senate and House. In pursuance of this law, all 
the various classifications of printing have, at cer- 


I will wait until he | 


| soon as possible. 


tain rates set out in the contract, been let out by | 


contract. Now, I ask this House, how can we 
go and make a contract with anybody else touch- 
ing any printing that we may want done, and 
how can we ask the present contractor to do it for 
less than the rates set forth in his contract? This 


resolution (the one now before the House) says, | 


“provided we can get the work done for one cent 
percopy.”’ ‘Che public printer has already got 


your bond that he shall have all the printing, | 


classed and specified at fixed rates. That is his 
contract. 

One word on another view, presented by the 
gentleman from South Carolina. He says that it 
would not violate our existing contract with the 
public printer for the House to purchase a cer- 
tain number of the copies of the Globe containing 
this census matter from Mr. Rives. If the gen- 
tleman will look at it, J] think he will see that 
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That is all 1 | 


have to say to the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. | 
Futrer.} I consider that it would be a violation | 
of our contract with the public printer, as it now 
exists, for us to order any number of any docu- 
ment from Mr. Rives or anybody else but the | 
contractor. I am entirely opposed to this House 
taking the initiative in the violation of that con- 
tract. I am for holding these contractors to their 
bond. Both Houses of Congress have been very 
much imposed upon in the public printing. 

Besides this, sir, lam opposed to sending out 
this abstract of the census at this time. I want 
such a compendium of the census as we intend to 
publish as soon as possible. 1 want it printed as 
And I trust the Committee on | 
Printing will look to it, and if there is unnecessary 
delay, that they will bring the subject before the 
House, so as to give us an opportunity to apply 
the proper remedy. If we print this abstract, we 
shall have to reprint it in the compendium. I 
want but one job of printing; and I want nothing 
but a succinct and complete compendium. 

I am utterly apposed to the publication of this 
large work which they are now discussing in the 
Senate, for it will cost us six or seven hundred 
thousand dollars. I believe we have already spent 
for the printing pertaining to this census near half 
a million of dollars. The exact amount I do not 
know, but the sum is large. How much more 
are you going tospend? Let us not send out these 
partial returns or abstracts. Let us get an accu- 
rate compendium of the whole and make one 
business of it. Let us wait until what we want 
is finished, and then have as many copies of it 
printed as we may think proper. 1 am for a re- 
consideration of the vote by which the resolution 
was passed. 


Mr. DUNCAN. 


I am entirely at a loss to ac- 


| count for the sensitiveness of many gentlemen 


| very useful document. 


| printer, they will give it to him. 


upon this floor in regard to the publishing of this 
I hope the House will not 
be alarmed by any bugbears about the public 
printing or printer from ordering this publication. 
Phe resolution does not propose to take it from 
the public printer, if it belongs to him. It places 
the matter at the disposal of the Committee “on 
Printing, who are to judge in relation to it. If 
they decide that this printing belongs to the public 
rive l They are limited 
to be sure in the price, and if the public printer can- 


| not print it under the limitation—one cent per copy 


| —the committee will so report to the House, and 


such a course would be as much a violation of the 
contract as the one now under consideration, be- | 
cause how can you get the printing from Mr. | 


Rives but by a bargain or contract with him to 


furnish you with so much printed matter of a | 


particular kind which you want? and that is just 


what the present public printer has already con- 
tracted to do. 


Mr. FULLER, of Maine. Suppose Congress 
order a number of extra copies of the life of John 
Adams and Alexander Hamilton to be printed: 
does that come withia the contract for the print- 
ing? 

Mr. STEPHENS. I am not prepared to an- 


Swer that question of the gentleman at this mo- 


ment... If ongress were to make such an order, | 


it would, have to be done by law—by the joint 
action of the two Houses and by bill or joint 
resolution. Not being on the Committee on Print- 
ing, and not very familiar with all the limitations 


of the present contract, 1 am not prepared, this | 
moment, to give an answer to the gentleman, and | 


to say whet 
legally entitled to the execution of such an order 
ornot. But he must know, when we order an 
extra number of any document in this House, or 
any printing for the use of this House, the con- 
tractor for the printing is certainly entitled to it. 

hat is the very object of the comtract. It is by 
throwing all the work into the same hands to get 
itdone at the lowest rates. And if we were to 


Give any of this printing to any other person, the |j to us every 


er the present contractor wouid be | 


] 


|| him, they will make the contract. 
|| contract with the public printer which embraces 


the House will take due order upon the subject. | 
For myself I have no great solicitude about the 
House being so particular to live up to their con- | 
tracts with the public printer. Ever since I have 
been here the public printers have been violating 
their contracts from day to day. 

Mr. ORR. The gentleman first says that this 
matter is to be intrusted to the Committee on 
Printing, and if they decide that it belongs to 
Have we nota 


this and every other description of work? How 
will you set aside that contract and make a new 
one? 

Mr. DUNCAN. The answer will be this: 
By the resolution the cost is limited to one cent | 
per copy. If the committee decide that the job | 

elongs to the public printer, and he will not exe- | 


| cute it at the price stipulated in the resolution, | 
| they come to the House for instructions. 


It can- 
not be the cost of the printing of this document 
that alarms the gentleman. The whole cost of | 
the one hundred thousand copies, if my arithme- 

tic is right, is but $1,000. I recommend it as a | 
measure of economy, because, in my humble | 
judgment, it will prevent the necessity of printing 


| one thousand copies of the full returns of the cen- | 


sus. 1 think that no gentleman who has read this 
document, will hesitate to order its publication. 
It is a very lucid abstract and compendium of the 
results of the census. The census is completed, 
and the whole country are desirous to learn the | 
results. Our constituents are addressing inquiries | 
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order will be taken for printing the returns of the 
census in full until near the close of this sessien. 
We will be fortunate if we receive them by the 
close of the present Congress. This compendium 
will furnish all the information in regard to the 
census which nine tenths of the people of this 
country require. 

Mr, STEPHENS, of Georgia. Let me ask 
the gentleman if it gives the white populauion of 
each State? 

Mr. DUNCAN. 

Mr. STEPHENS. It does not. 

Mr. DUNCAN. Then lam greatly mistaken. 
So far as it goes, itseems to me to be a very lucid 
abstract of the returns of the census, and furnishes 
precisely that information which will be satisfae- 
tory to nine tenths of the | eople of this country. 
I hope, therefore, the House will not hesitate to 
order the printing. 

Mr. CARTTER. I voted for the suspension 
of the rules for the introduction of this resolution. 
I so voted with the distinct appreciation of the 
fact that in the act of doing so, we might be, or 
we might not be, trampling upon the nominal 
terms of the contract. It is suggested here, as a 
matter of serious apprehension to the oy ponents 
of this resolution, that the contractor with the 
Government for the printing of Congress may de- 
mur to this diversion of the printing 


I believe it does. 


of the House 
tle would he a 
pretty subject to do it—a man who has day by day 
and hour by hoyr since his undertaking lived in a 
series of violations of his contract. 

Mr. ORR, (interposing.) [ do not propese to 
defend the public printer. I do not know hin at 
all. I donot know how he has discharged his 
duty. 


to the hands of other printers, 


Sut I will call the attention of the gentle- 
man from Ohio to this fact, that of the public 
printer has failed thus far to discharge his duty, 
the Committee on Printing have not discharged 
their duty, by reporting that fact to the House. 
Mr. CARTTER. Lam nota member of that 
committee, and will not hold myself responsible 
for their short-comings of duty. But this I do 
know, and this fact is known to every gentleman 
upon this floor, that from the opening to the close 
of the last Coneress, and from the opening of this 
Congress down to the present time, this contractor 


| has lived tn violation of his contract and existed 
! 


upon the mercy of this House. I hesitate not to 
declare that upon every occasion I will vote to 
send the printing where it can be had. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, (interrupting.) 
I desire to say, In response to the inquiry m ide a 
few moments ago by the gentleman from Seuth 
Carolina, [Mr. Orr, | that the Committee on Print- 
ing have had this matter under consideration, and 
that no later than last Friday we sent for the pub- 
lie printer and had a long interview with him. 
We inquired of him how far he was prepared to 
go, in the faithful and honest execution of his con- 
tract: and he gave us to understand distinctly that 
he could not comply with his contract, and did 
not expect to do it, in this respect, that he was not 
prepared to furnish such a description of paper as 
the contract required. The contract requires a 
description of paper which weighs fifty pounds to 
the ream, while the paper now used weighs only 
from thirty-eight to fifty pounds per ream. He 
says that the reason is, that he cannot purchase 
the paper required by the contract, because he has 
no money to pay cash for it and cannot get it on 
credit. In reference to the manner of executing 
the work already ordered, he says that the Presi- 
dent’s message cannot possibly be ready in less 
than two weeks, but that nearly all the bills and 
reports sent to him have been printed and furnished 
to the House. 

Mr. STUART. While the gentleman from the 
Committee on Printing is explaining this matter 
to the House, | would be glad to learn what meas- 
ure is in contemplation for the relief of the con- 
tractor? 

Mr. ORR. And how long it will be before they 
submit a report on the subject? 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 1 mentioned 


day, and from present indications no || that matter to the committee, and they thought it 
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was necessary to have some direct action on the 
part of the House. 
the Committee of Ways and Means was appealed 


to, to offer a resolution instructing the Committee | 


on Printing to take this matter into consideration 
and make a report upon the subject. We were 
ready to act,and would have acted that very day, 
if the resolution had been adopted, but when the 
hovorable gentleman presented his resolution it 
was objected to all over the House. Whenever 
the House shall authorize the committee to take 
the subject into consideration, we shall be ready 
to act, and to act promptly. 

Mr. CARTTER. I am very glad to learn that 
this public printer had honesty enough to confess 
to the Committee on Printing, the truth which I 
was stating when I was interrupted—that he never 


has complied with his contract, and the history of 


his connection with this House, has been a con- 
tinued and living violation of his contract. I care 
nothing about it so far as he is concerned individ- 
ually, but inasmuch as it encumbers, and embar- 
rasses, and arrests the proceedings of this House, 
we havea right to complain. The remedy must 
consist either in a report from the Committee on 


Printing, or in the direct action of this House, in | 


procuring the publication of the matter that it sends 
forth. The power to do it is here; the will to do 
it is here; and the duty to do it is also here. Iam 
indisposed to await the crooked, tortuous delay 
experienced by the last Congress through theaction 
of the Committee on Printing. 


we are encumbered by a set of rules, under which 


we cal do nothing except out of order; and in the || 


second place, we are encumbered with an insolvent 


contractee, who holds back the printing that we | 


ord 


er, under the pretext that he cannot do it, and 
then this very insolvency of the contractor is held 
up by honorable gentlemen as @ solemn obstacle 
to the publication of our documents. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, (interrupting.) | 
I would suggest to the gentleman from Ohio, that | 


if we have an insolvent contractee, it would be 
well for-us immediately to impeach those officers 
who made the contract with him. 
by our laws. 
make the 
the faithful fulfillment of it. 
that this has not been done—and I do not know 
whether it is true or not—let us commence rightly, 
by bringing those who made the contract to judg- 
ment and punishment. 

Mr. CARTTER. ‘The gentleman from Georgia 
differs from me in an important particular. He 


The law requires that those who 


proposes to stay the hand of Congress, to delay | 


the action of the House, and deprive us of this 


printing until we can try a collateral question, and | 


unpeach collateral officers. Now, I am for im- 
peaching these officers, if they have been guilty of 
a dereliction of duty, but I would disregard the 
contraet too, 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
would not do it without a hearing. 

Mr. CARTTER. Not at all. I would give 
them from now till the day of judgment, but I 
would have the printing done in the mean time. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Let me make another sug- 
gestion. Would it not be better for us this day 


to instruct the Committee on Printing to inquire | 
into the condition of the public printing before we | 


violate the contract? 

Mr. CARTTER. I think not. It is against 
my whole view of the subject to do any such thing. 
According to my understanding of the legal obli- 


gation of a contract, when one wt finds the 
other in default, and especially in default in a pre- 


cedent undertaking, he is at liberty to disregard 
the obligation, and the laches on the part of the 
precedent obligee furnishes a legal foundation for 
his doing it. Now, this contractor has, in con- 
versation with our committee, acknowledged him- 
seif to be in that position, and still the gentleman 
from Georgia suggests that we had better delay. 

Mr. STEPHENS. The joint Committee on 
Public Printing have made no such report. 

Mr. CARTTER. That is very well under- 
stood by the House. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Letus call fora full report. 
Let the committee announce to this House, in 
pursuance of law, that the contract has been for- 
feited, and then I will assist the gentleman to pro- 
vide a remedy. 


Mr. CARTTER. The only difference between 


the honorable member and myself is, that he pro- {| 





In the first place, | 


| one, | am prepared to do it, 


Let us be bound 


contract, shall take good security for | 
Now if it be true || 


| proper. 


tion ? 


| printed. 
| TER,|] moves to lay that motion on the table. 


. ' 
| Upon the latter motion the yeas and nays have || 
| been ordered. 








poses to travel through the formula of a report, 


The honorable chairman of || instead of taking a confessed fact and acknowl- 
_ edged truth, ! 


Mr. KING, of New York. There is one point 


which has not been alluded to in this discussion, }} 
| towhich I desire to call the attention of the House 


for my own information, and for theirs. 

I understand that in case of the refusal or neg- 
lect of the public printer to do the work suitably 
and conveniently for the House, there is authority 
by the contract itself to procure the printing to 
be done elsewhere. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Who is authorized to do it? 

Mr. KING. Why, the parties who made the 
contract under the authority of the House—the 
clerks, | suppose. I ask that the Committee 
on Printing should communicate to the House 
whether what I have stated is the fact or not. I 


| understand that it is so. 


Mr. CARTTER. My view of the subject 
presupposes that there is no such express alter- 
nate in the contract, but that the House has the 
alternative that every party to a contract that has 


| been violated has, in virtue of the violation itself, 


and that is clearly our condition. ‘This printer 
has neither conformed to his contract in time, ink, 
paper, or any of the essential elements of his un- 
dertaking; this has been a confessed truth through 
two long years; and here we are now, starting off 
in a new Congress with the same promises of in- 
fidelity to the contract, and yet we are arrested 
when we attempt to pick up a little abstract of the 
census, with the plea that we are endangering the 
integrity of our contract with this party. For 
The result of this 
census, if dependent on the administration of this 
contract and the disposition of the Census Depart- 
ment or Bureau—whichever you call it—will not 
be published until we are called upon to take an- 
other Census. The Census Office is assuming the 
character of a permanent bureau, and all the agen- 
cies and appliances about that office have in their 
tendencies the object of making it a fixed Depart- 
ment of the Government. And, therefore, instead 
of having a prompt and punctual publication of 
the results of the census, which is only valuable 
for present purposes, except as an historic docu- 
ment, it is being delayed foryears. It is an abuse 
of the Government to tolerate it. Itis an abuse 
of the public mind to tolerate it. What with this 
printer and the tendency of the Department to pro- 
tract its action in connection with the census, you 
will drag along through this Congress without en- 
lightening the public in reference to the results of 
the last eensus. 

One of the important designs of. the last Con- 
gress, in giving the details of statistics imbodied 


| in that census, was to enlighten the citizens of 


the United States and our public officers with re- 


| gard to the resources and current condition of the 
| country. 
Thegentleman || ob; 
| voided and defeated by this delay. 
| of compensating for it as far as we are able; and this 
| bugbear about violating the contract of this man, 
| whose very existence is a violation of his contract, 


That object—which was the primary 
object in relation to the statistics—is completely 
I am in favor 


will not deter me from giving such votes as I think 


I now move to lay the motion to recon- 
sider upon the table. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, demanded the | 


| yeas and nays; which were ordered—ayes 27, 
| noes 84. 


A Mempser. 


The SPEAKER. The proposition was made 
by the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] 


| to reconsider the vote by which the House has just 


ordered 100,000 copies of a census document to be 
The gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Carr- 


The question was then taken, and there were— 


| yeas 112, nays 57; as follows: || 


YEAS—Messrs. Charles Allen, Allison, Andrews, John | 


| Appletony William Appleton, Averett, Babcock, Bartlett, | 


Bibighaus, Bragg, Brenton, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, 
Buell, Burrows, Busby, E. Carrington Cabell, Caldwell, 


Thompson Campbell, Chandler, Chapman, Chastain, Clark, 


Cleveland, Cobb, Conger, Cullom, George T. Davis, Daw- | 
son, Dean, Dimmick, Dockery, Duncan, Durkee, Fitch, 
Fowler, Freeman, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gaylord, Gid- 
dings, Gilmore, Goodenow, Green, Grey, Grow, Harper, 
Hart, Haws, Hascall, Haven, Hebard, Hendricks, Henn, 
Hibbard, Hillyer, Horsford, John W. Howe, Thomas M. | 
Howe,” Hunter, Ives, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, John | 


| were ordered. 


LOBE. 


Jobnson, Daniel T. Jones, J. Glance 
Kurtz, Lockhart, Martin, McNair, Seake, tant. Kuhns, 
Molony, Henry D, Moore, Murray, Nabers, Newto, — 
drew Parker, Samuel W. Parker, Peaslee, Penn P Aa. 
Price, Rantoul, Robinson, Ross, Russell, Savace Bene? 
merhorn, Seudder, Origen 8. Seymour, Skelton, su. 
Benjamin Stanton, Frederick P. Stanton, Rickard’ 
Stanton, Abraham P. Stevens, Stone, Stuart Ben, H. 
tpomeee een wee Walbri “Want 
ashburn atkins, Welch, Wells, Wilc Ares ee 
and Yates—112. > ells, Wilcox, Williams, 
NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Barrere, Rel] 
Brooks, Churchwell, Clingman, Colcoek, Daniel 
Davis, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Edgerton, i 
lin, Florence, Hamiiton, [sham G. Harris 
Harris, Houston, Howard, Thomas Y, flow, Jacks 
James Johnson, George W. Jones, Letcher. aaa 
McLanahan, McMullin, Millson, John Moore, Mur - 
Olds, Orr, Outlaw, Phelps, Potk, Richardson, Robyn?’ 
Sackett, Schoolcraft, Schoonmaker, David L. Seymen’ 
Stanly, Alexander H. Stephens, St. Martin, Strothe, 
Sweetser, ‘Taylor, George W. Thompson, Venat ? 


: : re, Wal. 
lace, Walsh, AddisOn White, Alexander White — 
W oodward—3S?7. oy 


So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 


THE ELECTION OF THE DELEGATE FROM 
UTAH. 


Mr. BRIGGS. Lask the unanimous consent 
of the House to offer the following resolution, viz: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be instructed 
to inquire into the election of John M. Bernhisel, the pres 
ent Detegate from the Territory of Utah—whether ¢ajq 
election was held according to law, and whether any bribe 
ry, corruption, or other illegal means were made use of by 
said Bernhisel, with Brigham Young, or any other persons 
to secure the said election and return; with power to send 
for persons and papers. 


Bocock, 
1, John G. 
Ewing, Fick. 
Sampson Ww, 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I shall not vote 


for that resolution, unless some member will rise 


| in his place and say there are good grounds for 


such an investigation. 

Mr. PHELPS. Is not the question upon the 
suspension of the rules in order to allow of the 
introduction of the resolution ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion 
that it is a question of privilege. 

Mr. BRIGGS. The resolution has been offered 
by me with the best of motives—for the purpose 
of investigating the legality of the election of the 
present Delegate from that Territory. 

I have reason to believe—and I think this House 
must have come to the same conclusion, from 
evidence laid before them recently by the returned 
officers from that Territory—that the gentleman 
now occupying a seat here, as a Delegate from 
thai Territory, holds it with no shadow of right 
by law; and that I might not prejudge the case, | 
have. offered this simple resolution to have the 
subject referred to the Committee of Election, for 
investigation. I do not desire to prejudge the 
case by any remarks upon the resolution. I pre- 
fer to await ed, the action of the Committee 
of Election. I firmly believe that the gentleman 
has no more right to that seat than a subject of a 
foreign country. 

Mr. KING, of New York. The Delegate from 
Utah is not in his seat at this time. It will be 
recollected by the Chair, and by the House, that 
when the communication from the returned officers 
was made to the House the other day, a com- 
mittee of investigation was asked for by that Dele- 
gate. The reading of the communication at that 
time was refused by the Heuse. I do not know 
of any facts—neither does my colleague [{Mr. 
Brigés] state any particular facts—upon which 


a . ‘| to ground a suspicion against the right of that 
What is the state of the ques- || 


gentleman to a seat in this House. As that gen- 

tleman is not here, I suggest to my colleague that 

this matter lie over until he shall be in his seat. 
Mr. BRIGGS. Inasmuch as the gentleman 


' from Utah is not in his seat, I propose to permt 
| the resolution to go over until to-morrow. 


No objection being made, the resolution accord- 


ingly went over. 


COLONIZATION SOCIETY MEETING. 
Mr. DISNEY. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a resolution which | 
send to the Clerk’s table. 
It was read by the Clerk, as follows: 
Resolved, That the use of the Hall be granted to the Col- 


| onization Society for its meeting on the 20th instant. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 

Mr. DISNEY. I move a suspension of the 
rules for that purpose. :, 

Mr. JONES called for the yeas and nays; which 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, I will state that 
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is consent 
1 which | 
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y3; which 


state that 


the last time they had the Hall all the curtains 


around the bars were torn down, and many of the | 


windows were broken. 

Cries of “Order!” ** Order!’’} 

The question was then taken, and there were— 
a3 94, nays 69; as follows: 


yEAS—Messrs. Wm. Appleton, Barrere, Bell, Breeken- 
ridge, Briggs, Buell, Burrows, Busby, Thompson Camp- 
hell, Chandler, Chapman, Clark, Cleveland, Conger,George 
¢ Davis, Dawson, Dimmick, Disney, Dockery, Doty, | 
punean, Ficklin, Fitch, Florence, Fowler, Gayiord, Gen 
try. Gilmore, Goodenow. Green, Grow, Harper, Hart, 
Haws, Hascall, Haven, Hebard, Hendrieks, Horsford, John 
" _ Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Ingersoll, Ives, John John- 
gon, J. Glaney Jones, Preston King, Kuhns, Kurtz, Lock- 
part, Edward ©. Marshall, Martin, Mason, McLauahan, | 
MeNair, Miller, Miner, Molony, Henry D. Moore, More- | 
nead, Morrison, Murray, Newton, Olds, Outlaw, Andrew 
parker, Samuel W. Parker, Peaslee, Penniman, Porter, 
Rantoul, Richardson, Robbins, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 
schoonmaker, Scudder, Origen S. Seymour, Stanly, Ben 
jamin Stanton, Frederick P. Stanten, Richard H. Stanton, 
\brahain P. Stevens, Sweetser, Taylor, Benjamin Thomp- 
eon, George W. Thompson, Thurston, Walbridge, Walsh, 
Washburn, Welch, Wells, Williams, and Vates—94. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Willis Allen, Alli- 
son, Andrews, Averett, Babcock, Bartlett, Bocock, Bragg, 
Brenton, Albert G. Brown, E. Carrington Cabell, Caldwell, 
Cartier, Chastain, Churchwell, Clingman, Cobb, Coleock, 
Culiom, Curtis, John G. Davis, Dean, Dunham, Edgerton, 
Ewing, Freeman, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Grey, Hall, Ham- 
iiton, sham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Henn, Hib- 
yard, Hillyer, Holladay, Howard, Thomas Y. How, Jack- 
con. Jenkins, Andrew Johason, James Johnson, George 
Ww. Jones, McCorkle, McMullin, Meade, Millson, Murphy, 
Nabers, Orr, Penn, Phelps, Powell, Ross, Savage, Smith, 
Alexander H. Stephens, St. Martin, Stuart, Townshend, 
Venable, Wallace, Ward, Watkins, Alexander White, 
Wilcox, and Woodward—69. 


So the rules were not suspended. 


RIGHT OF STATES TO EXCLUDE NEGROES. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent to offer a resolution; and if there be objection, 
I will move a suspension of the rules. 

The resolution was then read for information, 
as follows: 

Whereas some of the States of the Union have in their 
constitutions provided for the absolute exclusion of free ne- 
groes from their several territories, while others have 
sought to aftain the same object by legislation: And 
whereas complaints have at times been made of these 
things by other States and Nations: Therefore, 

Resolved, That in the opinion of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, it is the unquestionable right of each one oi the 
States of the Union to exclude, either wholly or partially, 
from her territory negroes, whether free or slaves, and that 
the exercise of this right affords no just ground of com- 
plaint to any Other Nation or State. 


Mr. JOHN W. HOWE objected. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Then I move a suspen- 
sion of the rules, and upon that motion demand 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and there were— 
yeas 69, nays 85, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, William Appleton, Thomas H. 
Bayly, Bibighaus, Bocock, Bragg, Breckenridge, Albert G. 
Brown, Busby, E. Carrington Cabell, Caldwell, Chastain, 
Clingman, Cobb, Coleock, Cullom, Curtis, Dimmick, Dis- 
ney, Dockery, Ewing, Ficklin, Fiteh, Flerence, Gaylord, 
Gentry, Gilmore, Grey, Hall, Hamilton, Isham G. Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Hart, Henn, Hillyer, Holliday, Hous- 
ton, Howard, Jackson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, 
J. Glaney Jones, Kurtz, Letcher, Lockhart, Mason, Mc- 
Corkle, MeMullin, McNair, Meade, Miller, Morehead, 
Murphy, Nabers, Orr, Outlaw, Penn, Phelps, Polk, Porter, 
Powell, Robinson, Savage, Smith, Stanly, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Strother, Stuart, Venable, 
Wallace, Walsh, Ward, Watkins, Addison White, Alex- 
ander White, Wilcox, and Woodward—69. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Allison, 
John Appleton, Averett, Babcock, Barrere, Bartlett, Bell, 
Bissell, Brenton, Briggs, Buell, ‘Thompson Campbell, 
Cartter, Chandler, Chapman, Churchwelj, Clark, Cleve- 
land, Conger, George T. Davis, John G. Davis, Dawson, 
Dean, Doty, Duncan, Dunham, Edgerton, Fowler, Thomas 
J.D. Fuller, Goodenow, Grow, Harper, Haws, Hascall, Ha- 
ven, Hebard, Hibbard, Horsford, John W. Howe, Thomas 
M. Howe, Thomas ¥Y. How, Ingersoll, Ives, James John- 
son, John Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, Preston King, Kuhns, 
Martin, MeLanahan, Miner, Henry D. Moore, Morrison, 
Murray, Newton, Andrew Parker, Peaslee, Penniman, 
Rantoul, Robbins, Ross, Sackett, Schermerhorn, School- 
crait, Schoonmaker, Scudder, David L. Seymour, Origen 
8. Seymour, Benjamin Stanton, Abr’m P” Stevens, Alexan- 
der H. Stephens, Sutherland, Sweetser, Taylor, Benjamin 
Thompson, George W. Thompson, Thurston, ‘'ownshend, 


ye 


Tuek, Walbridge, Washburn, Weich, Wells, and Wil- || 


liams—85. 


So the House refused to suspend the rules. 


Before the vote was announced, 

Mr. HAMILTON said that he was requested 
to state that Mr. Smart was absent from the 
House in consequence of indisposition. 

Mr. CLEVELAND also, when his name was 
called, said that he was opposed to agitation, and, | 
therefore, voted no. 


message was here received from the President | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


| of the United/States, by the hand of Mixrarp P. 
Fittmore, his Private Secretary. | 


CLAIMS ALLOWED BY THE D&PARTMENTS. 


Mr. FULLER, af Maine, asked the unanimous 


| consent of the House to introduce a resolution, 
| which was read for information, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State, the Secretary of 


the Treasury, the Secretary of the Interior, the Seeretary of 
the Navy, the Secretary of War, and the Postmaster Gen 
eral be, and hereby are, instructed to cause to be reported 
to this House, as soon as may be practicable, full and com 
plete lists of all claims, if any, (including principal and in- 
terest, and designating each separately,) allowed and paid 
by the respective Departments, or any Bureaus thereof, 
since the 4th day of Mareh, A. D. 1849, which had been 
previously presented, suspended, or disallowed, in whole 
Or ip part; and specifying the character of such claims; and 
also, that they cause to be reported the names of all persons 
who at any time acted as the agents or solicitors for said 
claims, aud the persons who received any portion thereof, 
or were interested therein. 


A Memneser objected. 
Mr. FULLER. 


I move that the rules be sus- 


pended, in order to enable me to-introduce the 
resolution; and upon that motion Lask the yeas 
and nays. 


Mr. GOODENOW.. I move that the House do 


now adjourn. 


Mr. CARTTER demanded the yeas and nays; 


which were not ordered, and tellers upon the yeas 
and nays were also refused, 


The question now being on the motion to ad- 


journ, 


Mr. ROBINSON demanded tellers: which were 
ordered, and Messrs. Ropinson and Ciin@mMan 
were appointed. 

‘The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 87, noes 47. 

So the motion prevailed, and 

The .House adjourned till twelve o’clock to- 


morrow. 





NOTICES OF BILLS 

Mr. SMITH gave notice of his intention to introduce a 
bill to establish the following post roads in Alabama, to wit: 

From Tuskaloosa, via Hardy Clement’s Cotton Factory, 
to Scottsville, in Bibb county. , 

From Fayette Court-House, via Newtonville, to Reform, 
in Piekens county. 

From Fayette Court-House, via Big Pond and Mud Creek 
and Olinda, to Columbus, Mississippi. 

Mr. DOTY gave notice of his intention to introduce a 
bill with the following title: 

** A bill to establish a Bureau of Printing in the Depart 
ment of the Interior; and providing for the execution of all 
printing required by Congress, and by the executive De 
partments.”’ 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

By Mr. DAWSON: The petition of David ‘Tate, a pri 
vate in the war of 1812, praying for a pension om account 
of injuries received. 

Also, the petition of Peter Lane, praying for a grant of 
land ior services rendered during the war with Great Brit 
ain. 

Also, the petition of the citizens of Greene county, pray- 
ing-for a post route from Waynesburg to Middlebourne, Vir- 


| ginia. 


By Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York: Two memorials of 
the city of Troy, New York, praying the erection of buoys 
in the Hudson river, and the unprovement of its navigation 
between Troy and Albany. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The resolution by the Common Coun- 


| cil of the city of New York, tendering the General Govern- 
| ment a site for a Mint in that city. 


By Mr. MILLER: The memorial of sundry citizens of 
Missouri, praying the establishment of a mail route from 
Shelbyville to Kirksville, Missouri. 

By Mr. SWEETSER: The petition of G. W. Helwick 
and 52 others, citizens of Franklin county, for an increase 
of mail facilities, &c. 

By Mr. MARSHALL, of California: A petition from the 


| officers engaged in the coast survey in California and Oregon, 
|| for additional compensation. 


By Mr. BABCOCK: The petition of citizens of Madison 
county, New York, praying Congress to make an appro- 
priation to pay the charges and expenses accruing upon the 


| goods exhibited by American citizens at the World’s Fair. 


By Mr. PORTER: The petition of James H. Robinson, 


| gnardian of Nathaniel Patten, a minor, and only heir of 


Nathaniel Patten, late of Missouri, deceased. 
By Mr. WHITE, of Alabama: A petition for the removal 
of the land office at Lebanon, Alabama, to Goshen, Chero- 


| kee county. 


By Mr. PEASLEE: The petition of John Brown, jun., 
for a pension. 
By Mr. INGERSOLL: The petition of Rebecca Napes 


| and others, of the State of Connecticut, heirs of Paul Napes, 


asking for relief. 

By Mr. FULLER, of Maine: The memorial and petition 
of Iddo K. Tolman and 63 others, citizens of Maine, asking 
Congress to make an appropriation for a breakwater on the 
eastern side of the Island of Matinicus, for the safety and 
protection of navigation and commerce. 

Also, the memorial of J. D. Parker and 108 others, citi- 


zena of the counties of Washington and Hamilton, Maine, 
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praying Congress that a light-house may be established on 
Eastern Island, at or near the entrance of Goulsborough har 
bor, in the town of Steuben, in said State. 

Also, the memorial of Mark Tratton and others, praying 
Congress to pass a special law allowing manufactured lum 
ber, exclusively of the growth and production of the soil of 
Maine, and which may be manufactured at the Aroostoek 
fails on the Aroostook river, situated partly in the State of 
Maine and partly in the Provinee of New Brunswick, to be 
imported into the United States free of duty. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, January 20, 1852. 
Prayer by the Rev. L. F. Morean. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 

The following message was received from the 
President of the United States, by Mr. M. P 
Minimore, his Private Secretary; which was read: 
To the Senate and House of Representatives 

I transmit to Congress a report from the Seere 
State, accompanied by a letter to him from the contractors 


for paying the installment of Mexican indemnity due on the 
3istof May next, and respectfully invite attention to the 
subject. MILLARD FILLMORE 
Wasnuitneton, January 19, |! ? 
Ordered, That it be 
nance and printed. 


tary o 


referred to the Committee on Fi 
PETITIONS. 

Mr. BADGER presente da memorial of Wash- 
ington A. Bartlett and other officers of the Navy, 
praying additional pay during their service in the 
Pacific; which was referred 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MILLER presente d the petition of the heirs 
of William Tuttle, a revolutionary officer, praying 
to be 


to the Committee on 


which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, presented the petition of 
Margaret Farrer, praying that 
due her under the tri 


illowed commutation pay; 


a sum of money 
itv of 1836 with the Sac and 
Fox Indians,”“may be ‘paid; which was referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. GWIN presented the memorial of Thomas 
O. Larkin, praying compensation for supphes 
furnished for the use of the California battalion 
during the late war with Mexico; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented the memorial of 
the Marine Insurance Company of Philadelphia, . 
praying that the salary of the United States dis- 
trict judge at Key West, in Florida, may be in- 
creased; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. NORRIS submitted additional documents 
in ré lation to the petition of Isaac Adams: which 
were referred to the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented a petition of citizens 
of Washington, D. C., praying the improvement 
of Delaware Avenue, north of the Capitol; which 
was referred to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a resolution of the 
Board of Aldermenand Board of Assistants of the 
city of New York, tendering to the United States 
a plot of ground in that city for the erection of a 
Mint; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented the memorial of 
the administrator of Charles Foster, praying the 
appointment of a tribunal for reviewing the deeis- 
ions of the late Board of Commissioners for set- 
tling claims against Mexico. 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 


Mr. DAVIS submitted additional documents in 
relation to the petition of John W. Whipple; which 
were referred to the Committee of Claims. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the representatives of 
William Teas, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Elizabeth Jones, heir of 
John Carr, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of George McKay, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Gilbert Knapp, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 
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Ordered, That the memorial of the heirs of Darius Gar- 
rason, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Commit- 
tee of Claims. 

On motion by Mr. RUSK, it was , 

Ordered, That the memorial of the widow of Marvin W. 
Fisher, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Coim- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Anna Norton and Louis 


Foskit, heirs at law of Zephaniah Ross, on the files of the | 


Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 


files of the Senate the documents in relation to the claims | 
of Charles Reeder, Walter R. Johnson, and the legal rep- | 


resentatives of Thomas P. Jones. 
On motion by Mr. DAYIS, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of citizens of Plymouth coun- | 


ty, Massachusetts, on the files of the Senate, in relation to 


the improvement of North river, be referred to the Com- 


uxtiee on Commerce. 
On motion by Mr. DAVIS, it was 


Ordered, That the resolutions of the corporate authorities | 


| 


| making a grant of land to the State of Arkansas 


'in aid of the construction of certain railroads in 





said State, reported it without amendment. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill granting to the State of Ar- 


kansas the right of way and making a donation of | 


a portion of the public lands to aid in the con- 
struction of a railroad from Pelena to Fort Smith, 
in Arkansas, ee it without amendment. 


Mr. SHIEL 


IS, from the Committee on Mili- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 
| 
| 


j 
} 
} 
i 
} 


| authorized to employ a clerk during the present se. 
| Congress.”’ 


tary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill enti- ] 
i tled **A bill for the relief of David C. Cash and | 


Giles U. Ellis,’’ reported it without amendment, 
and that it ought not to pass. 
Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 


' Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition 


of Lyan, Massachusetts, with the documents on the files || 


of the Senate relating to the establishment of a port of 


eutry at that place, be referred to the Committee on Com- | 
| 


meree. 
REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. UPHAM, from the Committee on the Post 


Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the | 
petition of John T. Sullivan, submitted a report, | 


accompanied b 
read and passed to a second reading. 


Ordered, That the report be printed. 


a bill for his relief, which was | 


Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Naval | 
Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial and | 


papers of Joseph Gideon, submitted a report, ac- 
companied by a bill for his relief 

The bill was read and passed to the second 
reading. 

Ordered, That the report be printed. 


Mr. M.,also, from the same committee, to whom 


was referred the memorial and papers of John O. | 
Means, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill | 


for his relief. 


ing. 
Ordered, That the report be printed. 


Mr. WADE, from the Committee of Claims, to 
whom was referred the petition of Robert Piatt, 


submitted an adverse report, which was ordered to || DY ''S : 
|| District of Columbia. 


be printed. 


Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mil- | 


itary Affairs, to whom the subject was referred, 


The bill was read and passed to the second read- 





reported a bill to reimburse the Common Council | 


of New York expenditures made for the first re- 
giment of New York volunteers. 


Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public | 


Lands, to whom was referred the bill granting the 
right of way to the State of Missouri, and a por- 
tion of the public lands to aid in the construction 


of a railroad from Hannibal to St. Joseph, in said | 


State, reported it with an amendment. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 


was referred the bill granting to the State of Mich- | 


igan the right of way and a donation of the public 


of John Ervin, submitted a report, accompanied by 


a bill, to confirm the claim of John Ervin to a cer- |! 
|| deem the employment of these clerks necessary. 


tain tract of land in the De Bastrop claim. 

The bill was read and passed to a second read- 
ing. 

Ordered, That the report be printed. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Mil- 


| Bills.” 


ee 
ip 


Posed of statist. 


dan. 20, 


Also, what part of the same will be com: 

cal tables, and what part of other matter. 
CLERKS TO COMMITTEES. 

On the motion of Mr. SEBASTIAN, the g 
ate proceeded to consider the resolution submitied 
by him yesterday, in the following words: 4 

** Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be 
S810a of 

Mr. DAWSON. I move to amend by addin 
‘and the Committee on Patents and the ss 
Office.”’ 

Mr. HALE. I move to amend the amendmen, 
by adding, ‘‘and the Committee on Engrossed 


Patent 


Mr. CASS. I would like to know whether 
these applications are made by order of the com. 
mittees. I wish to know whether these committees 


Mr. HALE. " I will answer the honorable Sep. 


|| ator so far as the Committee on Engrossed Bills 


is concerned. That committee has not considered 


|| this matter, because there has been no room as- 


itary Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of || 
George Poindexter, reported a bill for his relief; | 
| which was read and passed to the second reading. || 


On motion by Mr, FELCH, it was 


. The 2» ittee , te. |} . ° - 
Ordered, That the Committee on Public Lands be dis '| besides the Committee on Finance and the Com. 


charged from the further consideration of six petitions of 
citizens of Michigan, in relation to the Zilwaukie, Grand 


rial of the Legislature of Missouri, in relation to the Lex- 
ington and Daviess County Railroad; a memorial of the 
Legislature of Missouri, in relation to a plank road from 
Tully, in that State, to Bloomfield, lowa; a memorial of 
the Legislature of Missouri, in relation to the Northern 


Missouri Railroad; a petition of citizens of Wisconsin, | 


presented January 2; amemorial of arailroad convention 
of lowa, presented December 22, 
zens of Lowa, presented January 14; and a meworial of a 
convention of citizens of lowa, presented January 10. 


On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


1851; a petition of citi- | 


Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be dis- | 
charged from the further consideration of the memorial of | 


Thomas Kennedy, and the memorial of Gabriel Villeré. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SHIELDS, agreeably to previous notice, | 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to | 
amené an act entitled ** An act to incorporate the 


|| Washington Gaslight Company,”’ approved July 


8, 1848; which was read a first and second time 


by its title, and referred to the Committee for the || mittee, and they say that they desire the service 


Mr. BAYARD, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill con- 


cerning the sessions of the courts of the United | 


States in the district of 


| read a first and second time by its title, and re- 


lands for the purpose of constructing a canal or || 


railroad across the 
ed it without amendment. 
Mr. GWIN, from the Committee on Naval 


= of Michigan, report- | 


| asked and obtained leave to introc 


Affairs, to whom was referred the resolution to || 
authorize an investigation into the causes of the || 
explosion of steam-boilers, and the best means of || 


preventing the same, reported it with an amend- 
ment. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 


was referred the proceedings of 2 court of inquiry | 


the Navy, reported the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the charges and specifications, and also || 


the report and opinion of a court of inquiry in the case of 


William K. Latimer, and the letter of the Secretary of the | 


Navy transmitting the same, and the general order in said || ,- ° . . 
|| tion for consideration: 


ease, dated July 1, 1851, be printed for the use of the Senate. 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Pub- 


lic Lands, to whom was referred the bill granting , 


to the State of Arkansas the richt of way and a 
portion of the public lands to aid-in the construc- 
tion of a railroad from a point on the western bank 
of the Mississippi river, opposite the town of 
Memphis, Tennessee, by way of Little Rock, to a 
point on Red river, on the border of Texas, re- 
ported it with an amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
wes referred the bill granting the right of way and 


' 


ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Delaware; which was || 


| Mr. UNDERWOOD, agreeably to previous no- | 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 


of Indiana and Illinois in aid of the construction 


of a railroad from a point on the Ohio river oppo- | 


site Louisville, Kentucky, to a point on the Mis- 


| sissippi river opposite St. Louis, in Missouri; 
| which was read a first and second time by its title, 


and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. GWIN, agreeably to 


— notice, | 
ucea bill to pro- | 


vide for the appointment of a superintendent of | 
Indian affairs in California; which was read a first | 
and second time by its title, and referred to the | 


Committee on Indian Affairs. 


He also, agreeably to previous notice, asked | 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to release the | 
bonds given for duties on goods, wares, and mer- | 
chandise, destroyed by fire in the city of San | 


and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
REPORT OF SENATE PROCEEDINGS, 


in the case of William, K. Latimer, a captain in || Francisco, in Cahfornia, and for other purposes; | 


| which was read a first and second time by its title, 


Mr. NORRIS submitted the following resolu- | 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be and he is | 
hereby authorized and instructed to audit, and from time | 


to time to settle the account of John C. Rives for the re- 


| ports of the Senate proceedings and debates published in 


| Page 


the Daily Giobe, at $7 50 per column. 
CENSUS RETURNS. 


Mr. HAMLIN submitted the following resolu- | 


tion for consideration: 


| 


| 
| 


| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be requested | 
|| to furnish the Senate with an estimate of the number of | 


s which the census returns will contain if the same 
shall be completed on the plan now pursued by the Census 
Bureau. 


signed where they might meet for consultation, 
Mr. CASS. That is enough. 
The amendment to the amendment was rejected, 
The question then recurred on the amendment. 
Mr. DAWSON. If there is any committee 


| mittee on Pensions which needs a clerk, it is the 
Traverse, and Mackinaw Plank Road Company ; a memo- || 


Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. There 
are numerous applications for extensions of patents 


| made to that committee, which require a great deal 





to vote them a clerk very cheerfully. 





of investigation, and a great deal of running to 
the Patent Office. Every member belonging to 


| that committee would be relieved of a great deal 


of trouble by the appointment of a clerk. I think 
it due to that committee that it may be thius re- 
lieved, and I have therefore offered this amend- 


| ment. 


Mr. CASS. Did I understand the honorable 
Senator to say that the Committee on Patents and 


'| the Patent Office have applied for this clerk? 


Mr. DAWSON. We have not made an order 


| to that effect, but there was an informal agreement 


by the majority of the committee, that a clerk was 


| necessary for the transaction of their business, if 
a clerk was necessary for any other committee. 


Mr. RUSK. If it be at the request of the com- 
of a clerk, and need his services, I shall be willing 
But this 
proposition might embarrass the original resolution 
to give a clerk to the Committee on [ndian Affairs. 

Mr. DAWSON. JI can appeal to the chairman 


|| of the Committee on Patents to say whether this 
| clerk is not necessary. 


Mr. JAMES. I can only answer as a member 


| of that committee, that the duties brought before 
granting lands and the right of way to the States || 


the committee are very arduous, and that it is 


| highly necessary we should have a clerk at aa 


early day. 
Mr. CASS. If we are to hold the committees 
responsible for the employment of these clerks, we 


| should require some formal action from the com- 


mittees; we should have their approbation of the 
measure and hold them responsible for it. 

Mr. BADGER. I suppose the only thing ne- 
cessary is to be satisfied that the committee deems 
a clerk necessary, and desires to have a clerk. 
Whether that desire is manifested by individual 
members or by any particular member under the 
instruction of the committee, it seems to me that 
it makes no kind of difference in the practical re- 
sult. These gentlemen say their committee needs 
a clerk, and that they desire a clerk; therefore I 
am for giving them one. ; 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, So far as there is any ne- 
cessity for the appointment of a clerk to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, I have thé authority of 
thecommittee. I was instructed by them to report 
this resolution.» It was a subject considered by 
them. We have felt not only at this session but 
at the last session the necessity of aclerk. We 
forbore, however, at the last session to urge * 
motion of this kind, in consequence of what was 
understood to be a very general opposition, on the 
part of the Senate, to extend that kind of relief to 
the duties of the committees. Since then, how- 
ever, the Senate is aware of a great accumulation 
of business upon the hands of that committee. 
Constituted, as it is, with some of its members 
disqualified, from ill health and other reasons, for 
attending upon the committee, I will say that it's 
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1852. 
totally impossible to discharge the duties incum- 
bent upon the members of the committee as such, | 
in addition to the ordinary legislative duties re- | 
quired of them in their capacity as members of this 
body. S ‘ 

There has been a vast accumulation of business 
upon the hands of this committee. I believe that 
something like fifty treaties negotiated by the 
Government are now before the committee for 
consideration. It must be borne in mind, also, 
that our relations and our policy in reference to 
the Indian tribes constitute probably the most 
variegated piece of patchwork, in defiance of our 
general regulations of the system, of all the legis- 
jation of this Government in reference to any 
subject whatever. 

{ have felt it necessary to make these explana- 
tions in view of what I saw was evidently a mis- 
apprehension on the part of some gentlemen here. 
The committee ask for this clerk, not asa per- 
gonal exemption from duties, but as something 
which they deem absolutely indispensable to a| 
proper discharge of those duties. ities 

Mr. DAWSON. I do not feel at all inclined | 
to embarrass the action of the Senate; and as the 
jdea has been suggested to me, thatthe amendment | 


} 


which I have proposed might injure the direct || 


application of the chairman of the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, I will withdraw the amendment 
which I have offered. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I have no idea that any ob- 
jection I can make will influence the Senate to 
vote down this proposition; nevertheless this con- | 
sideration shall not deter me from an effort to cor- 
rect that which I regard as an abuse; for every 
proposition that adds a clerk to the committees of 
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| required by all the committees of this body. | 


' 
i 


think it would be much better for us to rely upon 
the determinations of the committees themselves; 
to allow them to speak for their own committees, 
and to confine ourselves, as a former Senator from 
Missouri [Mr. Benton] used to say, to our own 
bailiwicks, 

The Senator from Indiana has referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, and supposes that 


that committee cannot have any need of a clerk. | 


| This is but an instance to show the hazard which 


any gentleman undertakes, in pronouncing an 


| Opinion upon the condition of other committees 


than his own. Sir, we have very great need of a 
clerk. In the condition of affairs before the Naval 
Committee at this time, we have need of an active 
and intelligent clerk. We have need of him to 
facilitate our transactions in the business which 
the Senate has committed tous. We have need 
of him, to enable us to carry on the necessary in- 
tercourse between us and the Department, and the 
various bureaus of the Department; fer the pur- 
pose of collecting the information which is required 
to facilitate those inquiries which the Senate has 


| demanded of us to make, and how we are to report 


our own judgment. We do not want a clerk to 
communicate his judgment to us. We want him 


| there to get together such materials as we may re- 
| quire, in order to enable us to form our own judg- 


the Senate, I regard as an abuse, and it cannot |! 


have my vote. Heretofore the Committee on Fi- 
nance have had a clerk, and I am willing to admit 


there was a propriety in this, during the actual || 


sessions of Congress, for the labors of this com- 
mittee are of a kind, that a competent man can | 
make himself useful as clerk. But there are rea- 
sons, operating in favor of the employment of a 
clerk by this committee, that do not exist with 
any other of the body. I need not waste time on 
this point. Senators all know to what I refer. 

A few days since we ordered clerks for the com- 
mittees on Naval Affairs and Commerce, now we 
are asked to order clerks for the Indian and Com- 
mittee on Patents, and if the order is made (as I 
presume it will be, judging from the past, and in 
view of the great facility with which we act affirm- 
atively on all such matters,) we will be asked to | 
grant clerks to every standing committee of this 
body. Why the Committee on Naval Affairs 
should ask a clerk, is a matter of astonishment to 
me. What duty will the clerk of that committee 
perform. Will he make up a brief in each case pre- 
sented for the decision of the committee, and decide 
the merits of the case? If so, we will have only 
the opinion of the clerk, and not the majority 
opinion of the committee, founded on an actual ex- 
amination of the case. While,as a general rule, I 
might be willing to act upon the opinion of a Sen- 
ator, expressed after a full examination of the 
report presented by him, I would not be thus 
willing to adopt and act upon the opinion of a 
clerk of whom I know nothing, and who has no 
legislative responsibility. 1 was for several years 
a member of the Naval Committee, and therefore 
I have singled out and remarked upon what I con- 
sidered the claims of this committee, and have no 
hesitation in saying, that while I had the honor of 
a place on that committee, I should have opposed 
the employment of a clerk, on the ground he 
would have been a useless piece of furniture, so 
far as the proper legitimate business of the com- 
mittee was concerned. It would be a source of 
convenience to every Senator to have the services 
of a competent gentleman, about his general busi- 
ness affairs, transacting business at Departments, 
and keeping up his correspondence; and I do not 
say there would beanything wrong in thus employ- 
ingan employee of the committee; butif this abuse 
(for as such, I can only characterize it) is to exist, 


and grow into a practice, let it be general—give all | 


the committees of the body clerks, and then we 
will all be upon an equal footing. If this resolution 


ments. The honorable Senator says that the 
Committee on Naval Affairs has nothing for a clerk 


|| to do; and he supposes this to be the case with 


regard to every committee of the Senate, except the 
Committee on Finance. He says that itis, never- 
theless, very convenientto havea clerk, inorder that 
he may attend to the private business of members 
of the committee. Do I understand the Senator to 
mean by that, that clerks are asked for by com- 
mittees here when they have no use for them, with 
regard to the discharge of their Senatorial duties; 


| but that they are actually practising an imposition 


| evidence to sustain it. 


upon this body, by asking for officers to be em- 
cena at the public expense, to attend to the pri- 
vate business of members? I am sure that the 
honorable Senator should not make such an im- 
putation as this, unless he could produce some 
It impeaches the honor— 
the personal honor, the official honor—it impeaches 
the respectability of honorable gentlemen as mem- 
bers of this body, if there be any individual upon 
any committee who is supposed to be influenced 


| by any such low, groveling, personal purpose, in 


asking for a clerk. 

With regard to myself 1 can say that when I 
wished a clerk to be appointed by the naval com- 
mittee I had no personal business of my own for 
him to do. My own business [ do myself. 
Whether well or ill done, it is done by myself, 
and without the assistance of others. I feel very 
well satisfied that no gentleman associated with 
me upon the Committee on Naval Affairs wishes 
a clerk for any such indirect personal object. But 
how does it happen that the honorable Senator 


| admits that the Committee on Finance have need 


of aclerk? Why has the Committee on Finance 
need of aclerk? Is it on account of the peculiar 
nature of the business which that committee has 
todo? Or is it on account of the amount of busi- 
ness which that committee is called upon to per- 
form? I presume that other committees of this 
body need a clerk as well as the Committee on 
Finance. There is notging in the name of that 
committee which makes a distinction and shows 
it should have such assistance, and that other 
committees should not have it. I have no doubt 


that the Committee on Finance eminently needs a | 


| clerk. The Senate has been in the habit of fur- 
'nishing a clerk to that committee, and I have 


always been glad to see it done. But when hon- 
orable members upon this floor announce to me 


| that, in their judgment, the convenient dispatch of 


the public business committed to them requires that 


| they should be furnished with a clerk, I shall 
_ always feel it to be my duty to presume that they 


| are actuated by public considerations, and are not } 


| asking to obtain any private advantage. 





be adopted, as a matter of course we will expect 
to order a clerk for each standing committee. 

Mr. BADGER. I do not know how my hon- 
orable friend from Indiana undertakes so confi- 


dently to determine upon what is and what is not 





_ Now, with regard to this committee, after what 

has been said by the chairman of the Committee 
| on Indian Affairs, [Mr. Sesastiawn,] it seems to 
_me that it would be difficult for us to furnish 


| a satisfactory reason why we should refuse to | 


this committee what we have granted to other 
committees. We have granted a clerk to the 
| Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, at 
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the head of which Is my honorable friend from 
Texas, (Mr. Rusx.} Every one well knows why 
it is necessary that that committee should have a 
clerk, My, friend from Texas said on a former 
occasion that that committee did need a clerk. I 
am satisfied that he said so because he believed 
it, and that nothing would have induced him to 
say it if he had not believed it. So it is with re- 
gard ta the Committee on Military Affairs, of 
whose business I have had some experience; and 
I have known the business of that committee to 
suffer for want of such assistance. 

With regard to the expenditure involved in this, 
permit me to say that it is a little of ** penny wis- 
dom and pound folly,’’ while we are ready to 
pour out the public money at the bung, to be se 
carefully engaged in stopping a little spiggot-hole 
out of which but a smail portion of the public 
treasure oozes; and especially whenit is expended 
for the purpose of enabling committees more sat- 
isfactorily to themselves, and more beneficially to 
the country, to discharge the duties imposed upon 
them. 

The honorable Senator from Indiana thinks that 
members of committees ought to take this laber 
upon themselves; and he says he is willing to do 
it. I believe he is. He is a young man; a man 
in vigorous health, and is fond of labor. He is 
pleased with a kind of investigation, which to me 
is absolutely repulsive. Let him go on then, and 
devote those powers which he possesses to the 
service of the Senate, in the honorable and effi- 
cient manner that he now does; but do not let him 
deny to those of us who have not the same capa- 
city, and that kind of business facility which our 
age, or indisposition, or any other cause may ren- 
der necessary, to enable us to come at a practical 
and beneficial result of our operations. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of this subject until to-morrow, 
in order that we may get at the special order of 
the day, which is the bounty land bill. 

Mr. BRIGHT. This is rather an unimportant 
matter; but since the remarks of the honorable 
Senator from North Carolina, I must be indulged 
with a short reply. I employed no such language 
in my previous remarks as that Senator attributes 
to me, nor did anything which I said justify the 
construction which that honorable Senator sought 
in his remarks to put upon mine. I said not a 
word which could, by implication even, be regarded 
as reflecting upon the honor or integrity of any 
Senator, and I venture the assertion that the hon- 
orable Senator from North Carolina stands alone 
in this misconception of that which I did say. I 
said in general terms that I believe clerks to com- 
mittees of this body useless appendages, as far as 
the legitimate business of this hody was concerned, 
and their employment an abuse of our privileges 
here; and this I again repeat, not by way of cen- 
sure to others #ho may take a different view of 
this subject, but by way of expressing my decided 
condemnation of thus summarily fastening on to 
the Treasury anew batch of pensioners; for mark, 
sir, every one of the individuals provided to be em- 
ployed under this and similar resolutions, will be 
continued over at the end of this to the opening of 
the next Congress, and so on from year to year, 
adding another and another to the long list of 
abuses that are daily creeping into every depart- 

| ment of this Capitol. hil again mark, at the end 
| of this session, about the last day or night thereof, 
| you will have a resolution offered by some kindly- 
disposed Senator, giving, in addition to the $1,500 
per annum now paid clerks, a gratification of $250 
more; and this will not only be done at the long, 
but unless a new practice obtains, these very clerks, 
| that are now employed only for present use, will 
be continued over to the short session, and the 
same salary be given for three months work, and 
the $250 extra pay again added. J am speaking 
of the probable future, having my eye on the past; 
and I have on this point only said what I feel quite 
| sure will be realized, unless a great change takes 
place in our mode of legislation. l 

The honorable Senator from North Carolina 
feels at liberty to read me a lecture on account of 
my notice of the Naval Committee. I spoke in 
the most respectful terms of that important com- 
mittee, and remarked that when I was a member 
of it, as 1 had been for two or three sessions past, 
the chairman and members of it had experienced 

| no inconvenience for the want of a clerk, and that 
| I was not aware of any greater necessity for a clerk 
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now than then. And now, notwithstanding the 
opinions of the honorable Senator from North 

Carolina, expressed in a very authoritative man- 

ner, { beg leave again to say, that I glo not be- 

lieve the Naval Committee can find employment 

for a clerk; and 1 will go further and add, that 

there is not a committee of this body, unless 

it be the Committee on Finance, that can profitably 

employ one, so far as the interests of the public 

are concerned. Whether while I was a member 

of the Committee on Naval Affairs I contributed 

in the least degree to lighten the labors of the 

honorable Senator from North Carolina, who was 

never known to shrink from any responsibility or 
the performance of any duties, is a matter of 
very little consequence at this time. The ques- 

tion now is, whether the public interest will be 

promoted by this loose system of creating a new 

set of useless officers. I think not, and have 
plainly given some of my reasons, without in- 
tending to offend in the slightest degree any 
Knowing, however, what I do, as to 
the manner such propositions as this are venerally 
disposed of here, I cannot say that I have the least 

idea it will be defeated, and consider all I have or 
might say in opposition to the resolution as labor 
lost. [am contentto affix my mark of opposition 
upon it, and let it go. 

Mr. BADGER. I wish to remind the honora- 
ble Senator from Indiana of two things with regard 
to the Nayal Committee, which seem to have es- 
caped his recollection. In the first place, while he 
was a member of that committee, he was a mem- 
ber of one or two other committees, furnishing so 
much occupation for his time that it was very sel- 
dom that we could wet on that committee the as- 
sistance which his labors and his counsel would 
have afforded. Hence, with my friend from New 
Jersey, |Mr. Mitier,] at that time a member of 
the committee, and the then Senator from Florida, 
[Mr. Yu.ee,] who was at the head of the com- 
mittee, we had thrown upon us an amount of la- 
bor and responsibility under which we were borne 
and pressed down, and in which the honorable 
Senator from Indiana shared very little, and of the 
oppressive character of which he knew nothing. 
That is the first fact. 

Then I wonder that the honorable Senator has 
not thourht of the other fact; and that is, we now 
have the State of California in the Union, and it 
would require a clerk to attend to the business of 
that State, while the members of the committee 
were able to attend to the rest of the United 
States. 

Mr. HALE. I did not intend to mingle in this 
debate, but as the honorable Senator from North 
Carolina says he has been oppressed, and as | feel 
myself bound to advocate the cause of the op- 
pressed, [ want to say a word or two, . It strikes 
me that we are making mistakes jp the discussion 
of this matter. That is, we are going too much 
into detail. We are not taking a national view of 
the thine. I want to suggest a national view of 
this matter. Weare not only doing what we are 
doing for to-day, but we are making precedents, 
and they will stick and be followed hereafter. I 
wish now to stggest a possible state of things 
which may exist hereafter. It may be that in the 
coming years that are before us, there will be an 
administration of the General Government in 
power, and a majority of the Senate in opposition. 
Well, then, we that are in opposition will have 
some friends; our friends will come here and want 
places. We cannot give them places unless we 
make some neat little places in the committees, 
where we shall not have a President to interfere to 
nominate. We want places where we canconfirm 
without a nomination. I think, in view of what 
may possibly occur hereafter, an arrangement of 
this sort will be very convenient. Although I 
have but very few friends, they are enough to be 
troublesome, especially to a man who has no sort 
of influence with the Administration; and it is 
exceedingly convenient, when all these places are 
filled by our @nemies, to say, at least, there is a 
little clerkship in our committee which the Senate, 


Senator. 


| once said, I hope the Senator will listen to the 


| no doubt it some time will happen, when the ma- 
| jority will be in opposition to the Administration, 


| of the thing. 


| of the Government. 


for their own purposes, hold in their own hands. | 


In that’ way we would be doing a great public 
grood—granting relief to those who are oppressed 
by that labor under which the honorable Renatot 
from North Carolina has suffered until the marks 
of premature age are creeping upon him. I say, 


that while the Senate would be doing a great pub- | 
lic good, they would be relieving themselves from | 


THE CONGRESSIONA 


| resolution may now be voted upon, I withdraw 


| with the view of having it printed, aresolution 





| this oppressive labor by the establishing of a pre- 


cedent which we are this day setting. I trust that 
the honorable Senato? from Indiana will take a 
national view of the thing, and look into the com- 
ing future. As the eulogist of General Jackson 


footsteps of coming generations, and legislate for 
all time, so that when it does happen, as 1 have 


we shall have some little patronage of our own 
about which we need not consult the President. 
This is what 1 consider taking a national view 


and as going to establish the character and policy 


if the Senate had listened and attended to this, I 
am certain they would not have refused to give the 
Committee on Engrossed Bills a clerk. 
been frequently called out when my friend from 
North Carolina was making a speech, to examine 
an engrossed bill, and to certify to its correctness. 
This requires deliveration. 

I shall vote for the motion of the honorable Sen- 
ator from Virginia, [Mr. Hunrer,] to postpone 
this resolution until to-morrow, for [ think that a 
thing of this sort should not be done in a hurry. 
I hope that this resolution may be postponed toa 


day certain, so that we may give it that due delib- | 


eration which it deserves. 
Mr. HUNTER. As the time has arrived for 


the consideration of the special order, I withdraw || 


the motion I made a while azo, and move that the 
subject be laid upon the tab’e. 

Mr. BADGER and others. 
resolution. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


Let us vote on the 
As it is suggested that the 


that motion. 
‘The resolution was then adopted. 
FOREIGN INTERVENTION, 
Mr. CASS. I desire to lay upon the table, 


L GLOBE. 


I consider this as rising above such | 
| little picayune things as the writing of reports, 


In this view, it seems to me || 


I have | 





ASSIGNABILITY OF LAND WARRANTS. 

The Senate then proceeded to the conside 
of the special order, being a bill to authori 
transfer of land warrants issued under the 
September 28, 1850, granting bounty | 
officers and privates of the 
| 1790 , 

The PRESIDENT. The joint resolution was 
considered by the Senate as in Committee of the 
| Whole, and was amended. It was then reported 
|to the Senate, and the question now is op an 
amendment offered by the Senator from Wiseop. 

sin, [Mr. Wa ker.] 
| Mr. WALKER. After the yeas and nays 
| were ordered on this proposition yesterday, thére 
were some observations made by the Senator from 
Arkansas, [Mr. Boruanp,] ard others by the 
|| Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Feen,]} to which] 
| wish to offer a few words in reply. The objec. 
tion of the Senator from Arkansas is to the prop- 
| osition on account of its cénnection with the mai 
|\#ubject under consideration; and the seemed to jn. 
| timate that if my amendment were offered as ap 

independent proposition, he would vote for jt. 
| His objection to it appeared to be its connection 
with this joint resolution. 

Mr. BORLAND. Willi the Senator from Wis. 
consin allow me to interrupt him for the purpose 
of making a single remark? and perhaps I can 
thereby save him the necessity of making the ob. 

servation he was about to make in reply. 
| Mr. WALKER. I give way to the Senator 
from Arkansas. 

Mr. BORLAND. I desire to correct, to some 
extent, a’short remark which I made yesterday, 
| Upon looking over the report of my remarks in 

the paper this morning, as well as adverting to my 
recollection of what I said at the time, | find that 
I took a position which | would not be able fully 
| to stand upon. ‘That, however, arises from the 
| fact that I misconceived, to some extent, the prop- 
| osition of the Senator from Wisconsin. The sub- 
ject of preémption was under consideration when 
he made his proposition; and the impression made 
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which I intend to offer as a substitute for the reso- 
lution offered by the Senator from Rhode Island, 


| {Mr. Cuarke,] yesterday. 1 was not present when 
| the Senator offered his resolution, and I merely 
| wish now that the paper [ offer may be printed, 


and to give notice that when the resolution comes 
up, I will move this as a substitute. 

The substitute proposed is as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That while the people of the United States sympathize with 
all nations who are striving to establish free governments, 
yet they recognize the great principle of the law of nations 
which assures to each of them the right to manage its own 
internal affairs in its own way, and to establish, alter, or 
abolish its government at pleasure, without the interference 
of any other Power; and they have not seen, nor could 
they again see, without deep concern, the violation of this 
principle of national independence. 


The PRESIDENT. This can only be received 


informally. 


| test against the conduct of Russia on that occasion, as a 


Mr. CASS. I merely wish that this resolution 
may be printed, so that when the resolution of the 
honorable Senator from Rhode [sland comes up I 
may be able to offer this as a substitute. 

The resolution was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SEWARD submitted the following inform- 
ally, that it might be printed. Itisan amendment 
which he will offer to the joint resolutions offered 
by Mr. Ciarke: 

Strike out all after the second resolution, and insert the 
following as a substitute: 

Resolved, That while the United States, in consideration 
of the exigencies of society, habitually recognize govern- 
ments de fucto in other States, yet that they are neverthe- 
less by no means indifferent when such a government is 
established against the consent of any people by usurpation 
or by armed intervention of foreign states or nations. 

Resolved, That considering that the people of Hungary, in 


the exercise of the rights secured to them by the laws of 


nations in a solemn and legitimate manner, asserted their 
national independence and established a government by 
their own voluntary act, and successfully maintained it 
against all opposition by parties lawfully interested in the 
question, and that the Emperor of Russia, without just 
or lawful right, invaded Hungary, and by fraud and armed 
force subverted the national independence and political con- 
stitution thus established, and thereby reduced that country 
to the condition of a province, ruled by a foreign absolute 


power: The United States, in defence of their own interests 


and of the common interests of mankind, do solemnly pro- 


wantoh and tyrannical infraction of the laws of nations. 


And the United States do further declare, that they will not 
hereafter be indifferent to similar acts of national injustice, 
oppression, and usurpation, whenever or wherever they 


may occur. 


| upon my mind was, that his proposition referred 
to preémption rights, and not to an absolute dona- 
tion of land to actual settlers, without any com- 
yensation being given by them to the Government. 
| desire to say now, that I would not be willing 
to go for such a proposition. My understanding 
of it was, that it included only preémption rights, 
, and to that extent | would be willing to go. | 
| make this observation with the view of correcting 
my remark yesterday, and by way of explaining 
what I intended. 
| Mr. WALKER. The correction of the Senator 
from Arkansas will not change the course of ob- 
servation which I was going to make, for the 
| objection which he yesterday made to my amend- 
ment was one which is almost universally made 
to any amendment proposed in the Senate that 
| embraces in itself the principal subject. That ob- 
jection is, that the amendment is not offered in the 
proper place. That as a separate proposition it 
might or might not be supported. Now I think 
the amendment which I proposed yesterday 1s 
perfectly relevant to the subject under considere- 
tion. The subject in reality in its substance and 
intention, embraces a method of getting rid of the 
| public lands. It cannot be contended that it 's 
anything more or anything less. It is true that 
on its face it professes to be a proposition legal- 
izing the assignment of land warrants; but we all 
| know perfectly well that the. operation of these 
assignments will be to open a new method of ac- 
| quiring public lands by individuals, and a new 
method by which the General Government shall 
| dispose of them. Now what I propose is an addi- 
tion to this method of disposing of the public 
lands, so that we may give a free grant of a hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land to every person who 
will demonstrate in good faith his intention of be- 
coming a resident upon the land, by dwelling 
upon it and cultivating it for five years. This 1s 
the proposition. co 
The objection of the Senator from Michigan, 
who is chairman of the Committee on Public 
Lands, was of a similar character to the objec- 
tion urged by the Senator from Arkansas, but 
with this additional objection, thatthe proposition 
| was sprung upon the Senate suddenly, and that 
did not give the Senate proper time to deliberate 
upon it and to frame the necessary machinery by 
which to carry out the object. Now I regret that 
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' 
the Senator from Michigan has made this objec- 
ion, for, during the last Congress, | had _betore | 
the Senate a bill for the purpose of relieving the 
General Government of all the burdens of the 
iand system; to vest these lands in the govern- 
ments of the several States in which they may 
ie, and then going on to provide the machinery 
by which these provisions in favor of actual set- 
tlers should be carried out; and after long and 
matare deliberation and much debate, a majority | 
of the Senate voted against it. The same —_ 
ciple was offered as an amendment to other bills, 
and it was still voted down. At this session | 
have again renewed the bill, It has been before 
the Committee on Public Lands since the com- 
mencementof the session. I have not heard from 
it since. . 
| do not wish to be understood as censuring the 
committee if they have not reported. It is an 
important committee, and has creat and important 
duties to discharge, and it discharges them faith- 
fully. But still } am not censurable for any delay 
in regard to this matter, for Lhave been industrious 
in bringing this proposition in all its details before 
the Senate. While that bill, introduced at the last 


gession of Congress, and again introduced at this 


session, and at both sessions referred to the Com- 


mittee on Public Lands, embraces my own pecu- | 


liar views—if gentlemen see proper to consider 
them peculiar—yet 1 think I ought net to be 
aa to the language used by the Senator 
fom Louisiana, [Mr. Downs,] that I objected to 
every other proposition because it was not my 
thander. Now, this proposition is in character 
with that which | have been urging upon the atten- 
tion of the Senate. Iam not tenacious with re- 
gard to who may avail himself of the proprietor- 
ship of the thunder, so that I can accomplish the 
end I desire. I am not very particular whether 
the proposition which I first suggested be carried 
out or not; { would prefer it, but I do not adhere 
very tenaciously to it in the proposition which I 
now offer. I would relieve myself, if I had the 
power, from the duty of urging these views upon 
the Senate; for 1 am aware that I urge them 
upon unwilling ears. But let any one live in a 
new State, and have the experience and opportu- 
nity to make the observations that I have, and he 
would not wonder that I wish to see this system 


of granting the public lands adopted by the Gov- | 


ernment so far as it applies to actual settlers. 
Why, sir, take the State in which I live, which 
is not yet four years old as a State, and which as 
a Territory does not exceed fifteen years, and yet 
for the earth upon which our log-cabins are built, 
where our hearth-stones are erected, and where our 
homes are placed, in that new country, laboring 
under all the embarrassments which we have had 
to contend against, we have paid into the Treas- 


ury of the United States upwards of seven mil- | 
lions of dollars; and that, too, from a State in 
which we have no public works constituting a | 


great source of revenue to us, where it has been a 
constant struggle to get our public roads where 
we best can, to establish schools, and build mills 
and bridges, and establish the other conveniences 
of society. While all this has been the case, and 


every improvement has been a drain upon the en- | 


ergies of the settlers, we have had a continual 
drain from us of everything—every substantial 
footing on which we could rest. This was not 
the case with the old States. They were the pro- 
prietors of their own-lands; and if they charged 
anything for the lands upon which the settlers 
located, the money received went into the treasury 
of their own State, and was disbursed among their 
own people. But we have made improvements 
which render the lands of the State valuable, and 
yet when sold the money is not disbursed from 
our State treasury, but it goes into the Treasury 
of the United States; and when we ask for a little 
to be returned to protect life or property, or even 
enough to facilitate the construction of railroads 
or to improve the Fox or Wisconsin rivers, there 
Seems to be the most astonishing opposition on 
the part of Senators to any such grant. And yet 


no State has paid so large an amount in the same | 
time inito the Post Office Department, and no State | 


in the Union has paid so large an amount into the 


reasury from the sale of public lands, and no | 


State has been so little embarrassing to the Treas- 
ury of the United States. 

1am honest in the belief that we have already 
paid for our homes as much as we should pay, 
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| and I believe that it would be the best policy for 
the Government to allow the new settler to have 
his home, that he may contribute more in what 
he pays for articles imported into the country and 
thus increase the revenue from that source. -I 
believe it to be the best policy; and I do not urge | 
itfor the purpose of clap-trap, or as an item of 
thunder for myself. 1 am honest and sincere, 
and I shall continue to urge it so long as | believe 
it will be the best pelicy both for the States and 
for the Guvernment. ‘Then I do hope | may not 
be looked upon with a prejudjced eye when lL urge 
this doctrine of giving the public lands to actual 
settlers. I am not peculiar in this. Some of the 
greatest minds in the country have believed it. 
As far back as the time of General Jackson he 
recommended it in four successive messages; Mr. 
Webster has also introduced a proposition of this 
nature here; and the honorable Senator from Uli- 
nois, [Mr., Dovetas,}] and also the honorable 
Senator from Texas, [Mr. Hovusron,} have in- 
troduced similar propositions; and it seems to me 
it is about time that the country should begin to 
look at the matter in its true light, in place of 
setting itself, through its representatives, against 
those who may urge its claims upon the Senate. 

1 do not wish to detain the Senate, but I look 
upon itas bidding a final farewell to the present 
land system with the prospect of the most melan- 
choly results. Sir, here are most of the States 
manifesting a belief that we should no longer seek 
a revenue from that quarter, but that these lands 
should be ceded for purposes of internal improve 
ment. But what is the course pursued now? You 
are making large grants for purposes of internal 
improvements, and when you throw into circula- 
tion this immense amount of paper currency in 
the saps of land warrants which you propose to 
do by this bill, what 1s likely to be the real value 
of the lands you grant for the building of rail- 
roads? Why, sir, these grants will be in a 
measure valueless; they will become as nothing. 
You will derive no benefit by those grants, even 
when they are made for the purpose of aiding the 
States in the construction of railroads. But it 
may be said that this is a matter of no conse- 
quence to the old States and those in which no 
public lands lie. I deny it; I donot think so. I 
regard it as a matter of the highest importance to 
all the States, whether old or new. I say that so 
long as the old States command the passes to the 
Atlantic ocean they are most deeply interested in 
all that affects the facilities of transportation of 

| the various products of the Western country and 
of the Mississippi valley; and they are acting on 
a very short-sighted policy when they withhold 
these grants, or do anything which could lead to 
the frustration of the beneficial results to be de- 
rived from them. Sir, I believe that, whatever 
may be the determination of the Senate eventu- 
ally, it is bad policy to pass this measure at the 
present time. I think that, if it is to be passed, 
| we had better wait till the end of the session— 
until we can see what the States are likely to make 
of their several improvements, or what price the 
are likely to obtain for the lands through which 
these improvements are to be located; and not be 
making grants of land and then taking them back 
again because they will afford no revenue to the 
projectors of these improvements, owing to the 
immense number of land warrants thus thrown 
| into the market. I believe that it would be much 
better to postpone the bill for the present, even if 
|| it should ultimately be passed. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. This is a very important 

/ amendment, and | ask that it may be read. 

The amendment was read, as published in the 
| Congressional Globe, page 303. 

Mr. WALKER. Before anything further is 
| said, I wish to state, that the proviso which is 
attached to that amendment, is one which is 
brought in, in view of opinions of other Senators, 
and not of my own. If I had broughtin a prop- 
osition, imbodying my own views only, the re- 
striction in the proviso to the amendment would 
not have been inserted. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I do not rise for the 
purpose of entering into any argument with my 
friend from Wisconsin upon the propriety of his 
amendment. If we were to discuss the propriety 
of granting lands tothose who have declared their 
intentions of becoming citizens of the United 
States, and thereby invite the foreign population 
of all the world to our shores, I think Po would 
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be matter enough in that subject to occupy per- 
| haps a month; we might say a great deal for and 

against such a proposition. Now, it seems to me 
it is too large a subject to be introduced here as 
an amendment, to encumber this bill which I had 
the honor of introducing, and F hope the bill may 
not be encumbered by it. The bill which I had 
the honor of originating simply designs to perfect 
a system in reference to grants of land to those 
who fought the battles of our country, and my 
friend’s amendment proposes to introduce an un- 
bounded grant of lands to those who have per- 
formed no civil service, much less military ser- 
vice, for the country. His amendment looks to 
the improvemeut of the land by the clearing of 
the forests and cultivating the sotl, as an indice 
ment upon which the grant is to be made. The 
policy which we have settled by past legislation, 
and that policy which my bill proposes to perfect, 
is to show a favor, to show a kindness, to makea 
gratuity in behalf of those who have rendered the 
country some military service, and thereby to en- 
courage the whole country, whenever there shall 
sbe a war prevailing, whenever there is any neces- 
sity for military service, to run to the standard of 
the country. My little bill ts to perfect that sys- 
tem which has been already adopted, while the 
proposition of the Senator from Wisconsin, is to 
cover the whole country with unbounded grants, 
not for civil or military service rendered to the 
country, but merely to improve the land. 

L have already stated that it is a large theme to 
be connected with this bill, and if we att mpt to do 
it, we shall be here for weeks, discussiug this 
question. | hope those who have this little bill 
at heart, and who think we have perfected it by 
the amendments adopted yesterday, will not allow 
any other amendment to be attached to it, but 
just vote for the bill, and pass it as itis. If we 
can do this, we shall get clear of this proposition 
which has been pending for weeks, and can then 
go to the consideration of something else; and in 
the course of the session, | suppose my friend will 
have it in his power to go lengthily into the pro- 
priety of giving the grapts which he proposes. 
will not discuss this subject further, because Lknow 
that my example may operate as an inducement 
to others to do the same, und thereby there will 
be a consumption of the time of the Senate. If 
have ventured to make these few remarks in the 
hope that we might be allowed to have a vote 
taken upon the bill as it was perfected yesterday, 
without further discussion. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, | wish to say 
that I concur in the remarks just made by the 
Senator from Kentucky. The measure now be- 
fore the Senate is one of justice to persons alre ud 


provided for. I made a pretty early struggle 
when that bill was up, te get rid of the clause 
which prevented the grantees from enjoying that 
yroperty which we were to give, end which vie- 
oa a principle which is usually conceded to per- 
sons holding property, to wit: the right of dis- 
posing of it in their own way. I foresaw the 
great incoivenience which they would labor 
under; I foresaw that it would be impossible for 
them to go into the enjoyment of the benefit which 
Congress was disposed to grant to them, provided 
it was trammeled in the way which the hill indi- 
cated. I believe that Congress has come at last 
to see that it is but just that these warrants should 
be made assignable, because it is very evident 
that those who live at a distance from these lands 
do not intend to go and occupy them, and cannot 
avail themselves of the benefit of the grant, unless 
the warrants are made assignable. I[t seems to 
me right that they should be made so. And now, 
I entreat the honorable Senator from Wisconsin 
not to interfere with a measure which is large 
enough to stand upon its own merits, and is com- 
prehensive enough to command the attention of 
this body, and require a great deal of discussion 
before it can be matured. I entreat him not to 
| embarrass this bill by the measure which he pro- 
poses. I hope he will withdraw his proposition, 
and that we may be allowed to pass the bill, so 
that the old soldier may have the benefit of the act. 

I will say further, that | am rather inclined to 
favor the settlers when a suitable measure can be 
adopted, whenever it can be prudently and wisely 
done. I am not unwilling to extend benefits to 
that class of our fellow-citizens; but at the same 

| timg, I shall be obliged to vote against it if it is 
| proposed as an amendment here. 
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Whatever my sentiments and opinions may be 
in regard to the merits of the proposition contained 
in the amendment, he will compel me, if it ts offered 
here, to vote against it. | hope, therefore, he will 
see that he places us in a false position, and with- 
draw his amendment. 

Mr. WALKER, I would if it were in my 
power; that is, if L could do so without violating 
my duty to those whom I represent, | would 
accede to the request made by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts. But I am no’ at liberty 
to do it: I feel myself under the fullest obligations 
to urge this subject upon every suitable occasion. 
But if we take the argument submitted by the 
Senator from Kentucky, and that submitted by 
the Senator from Massachusetts, and compare 
them with each other, I think we shall see that 
they are a most singular and astonishing fallacy. 
The honorable Senator from Kentucky says that 
this proposition, of which he claims to be the 
father, is one to give a mere gratuity to those who 
have fought the battles of the country. Vhy, 
sir, that gratuity was given in the bill which this 
proposes to explain; and that gratuity, it turns 
out, was a gratuity which the old soldiers do not 
want, It provides for a class of people who have 
fought the battles of their country, and now it 
turns out that they do not want the grant; and 
then the Senator from Kentucky makes a great 
merit of it, that when he has given what they do 
not want, he provides a way by which those who 
wish to speculate in the land can obtain it at one 
half or one third of its real value. That is the 
argument. A gratuity is given, and when it turns 
out that itis a failure, the actual settler must be 
injured in Order that the speculator may be bene- 
fiied. And there is so much merit in that, in the 
estimation of the Senator from Massachusetts, 
that it must be held up before the Senate as a 
preéminent matter of consideration, and we must 
exclude all other classes of mankind, and all other 
classes of grants of Jand, and suffer nothing to be 
interposed between it and the consideration of the 
object which he has in view. I believe there is 
more merit in the amendment than in the proposi- 
tion before the Senate. There are vast numbers 
who would like to have a piece of land on which 
to settle: and if there be those of the old soldiers 
who will not go to occupy these lands which are 
granted to them, it is no good reason why those 
who desire to have a home should not have one; 
it is no reason because they will not go and avail 
themselves of the home which is offered to them, 
that nobody else shall go. It is said that the old 
soldier does not need the land himself. But what 
does he want? The Senator from Kentucky pro- 
»08ses to give him, after he refuses to take the 
lenil, what will be worth to him perhaps fifty dol- 
lars. You then give him the privilege of selling 
his warrant for fifty dollars, by which the holder 
of the warrant will get land worth, at the Govern- 
ment price, $200, and the Government will be 
wronged out of $150. The speculator will be in- 
definitely benefited by imposing upon the holders 
of warrants in this way. 

Now it was urged here yesterday that the as- 
signment of land warrants would operate bene- 
ficially to the actual settler, and the Senator from 
Louisana [Mr. Dowwns,] asked ‘*if the settler is 
to buy his land and pay for it, and can buy it with 
a warrant for which he has paid only a hundred 
doliars, will not that be reducing the price of land 
to actual settlers?’’ It would indeed, if it could 
be done so; but whatever may be the case in other 
States, this practice has not obtained in Wiscon- 
sin. Land warrants are chiefly purchased at the 
agency offices in New York, and Philadelriia, 
and Buffalo, and in Washington and other places. 
These warrants, when thus purchased, are sent in 
large numbers to Milwaukie and other places in 
Wisconsin, and are located. Now if the settler 
whose preémption is about to expire, goes to the 


agent to purchase a warrant for the purpose of 


securing his tile to his land by payment with the 
warrant, the chances are a hundred to one if the 
agent will sell him one. Theagent will reply, ‘1 
have no warrants for sale. What do you want 
with a warrant?’’ And the applicant will reply, 
‘«] desire to save my preémption.”’ ‘* Well,” 
says the agent, ** 1’ll tell you what Ill do: I’ lo- 
cate your land and improvements in my own 
name, or in the name of the company who own 
the warrants, and 1 will give you an instrument, 
providing that you shall have your farm clear in 


I 








two years, provided you can then pay me two 
hundred dollars for the warrant, with twelve per 
cent. interest.”’ Well, in very many instances the 
two years pass over, and the settlers are without the 
ability to pay according to their bargain; and thus 
the man who has located the warrant allegedly 
for the benefit of the settler, gets not only his land, 


but the benefit of all the labor which he has be- | 


stowed upon it for years. 


That is the operation | 


which the production of these land warrants has 
produced in the Western country; and itis nota | 


fact, that in that regon they furnish any facility 
for the location of lands. It is rarely that they do 
otherwise than result in injury when they get 
amongst us. 
individual from the West, when in New York, 


It is true, that sometimes a solitary | 


may purchase a land warrant for a little less than || 
the Government price of the land, and may, when | 
he reaches home, go and locate it; but these cases | 


are by no means common. If, therefore, you 
seek to make this bill a facility for the Joeation of 
lands, you wil! fail, and the result will be that the 


settler will not only lose his location, but his im- 


provements also. | think, then, that there are rea- | 


sons why Western men should make the most 
strenuous opposition to the assignability of these 
warrants. } 
thing that is wanted. The design, indeed, may 
be good, but the result is not so. 


one third of its value, and which finds its way 
into the hands of speculators. ‘These speculators 
locate the warrants, and, as I have shown, by 
flattering prospects held out, frequently possess 
themselves of improvements which are the result 
of years of labor. The whole system, in all its 
operations, is prejudicial to the interests of those 
who are professedly most to be benefited; and as 


the representative of one of the Western States, it || 


is a plan which I cannot support. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. WhenI was up before, 
I did not intend to utter an expression which 
could elicit debate. I merely remarked that this 
amendment was to perfect the system which 
Government had pursued toward these old soldiers. 
I did not intend to be driven into a discussion. 
Time is valuable, and I think voting is better than 
discussion. If I were to consume time in debate, 
I think I could demonstrate, beyond the possibili- 


ty of a doubt, that the policy of my friend from | 


A gratuity to the soldier is not the | 


You give him | 
'an assignable warrant which he sells for half or 


Wisconsin, in refusing to make these warrants | 


assignable, helps the speculator, and enables him to 
double and treble his profits, and make the whole 
out of the pockets of the old soldiers. ‘Those who 
now purchase these warrants, make the fact that 
they are not assignable a pretext for a reduction 
of the price to be paid for them. 1 could demon- 
strate that the system which the gentleman advo- 
cates, while it ruins the old soldier does not bene- 
fit the country, and operates in favor of the spec- 
ulator. He is the speculator’s friend on this floor, 
giving him a profit daily and hourly. But I have 


said [ will not be driven into a discussion on this | 


subject. I merely wish to say that I disclaim 
much that the gentleman has imputed to me. 

Mr. DAWSON. I wish to say a few words in 
reply to my friend from: Wisconsin. What is his 
proposition? Here we havea bill proposing to 
give one hundred and sixty, or eighty, or forty 
acres of land, as the case may be, to the old sol- 
diers for their toil, trouble, and dangers in the 
service of the country; and by the amendment 
proposed, we say to every foreigner in all the 
world, ** You may just step over into the United 
States and settle on one hundred and sixty acres, 
and you will have all the rights and privileges 
with the old soldiers who have fought the battles 
ofthe country.”’ 

Mr. WALKER. I knew that would be the 
argument of the Senator from Georgia, if he spoke 
at all; for it is the fourth or fifth time he has in- 
troduced it when he has spoken on this subject. 

Sut 1 wish to reply to the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky, and say to him that I am not the spec- 


, ulator’s friend either in the operation of my amend- 


ment or in intention. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I do not say it is his 
intention to befriend the speculator, but his argu- 
ments lead to it. 

Mr. WALKER. I will ask the Senator from 
Kentucky if he knows of an office in any city for 


| the purchase of these new land warrants? I know 


there are agencies in every city in the country for 


| the purchase of the warrants given to the soldiers 





SLOBE. 


| to go out and Jocate these warrants. 


| sation, nor what he is to pay for the land. 
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in the Mexican war; but the gentleman toe 
find an agency for the purchase of this mane heen 
of land warrants; there is too much risk —_ 
They cannot become a circulating medium e 
present. = 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. If the gentleman will 
allow me, I will give him fucts, as he inquires for 
them. “pe 

Mr. WALKER. I yield the floor. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. In my section of coun 
try, I know a young man to have been employed 


: ; He makes 
his contracts in this manner: ** You give me 


; en aaa : 80 
much for my trouble in visiting the States where 
the public lads are to be found, and locating your 


warrants’’—making a handsome profit upon that 
—*‘* and then | will pay you so much, if you will 
convey your claim to me when the patent js ob. 
tained.’? That is the way in which the ba 
is made, and the sum which is received by th 
ginal holder of the warrant is not half of what he 
will get if you will make the warrants assignable 
at once. 

Mr. WALKER. That ts the case given by the 


rgain 
€ Ori- 


|| Senator from Kentucky of a young man who cop. 


tracted to locate these land warrants, and with 
the prospect of securing a title to the land. Thay 
is very indefinite. I do not know what he is to 
get, neither what he is to receive for his compey- 
But] 
will make this assertion, that if you make these 
land warrants assignable, without affixing to therm 
a given cash value, they will come down toa price 
which will be merely nominal. Sir, 1 know of 
egencies established, not to purchase these war- 
rants, but to locate them in the best places for the 
benefit of the large holders. There is an agent jy 


| the city in which I live who will agree to locate q 


hundred and sixty acres for ten, and eighty or 
forty acres for five dollars, and who will guaranty 
its quality. And, sir, if any land is worth $] 35 
an acre to the General Government, that land is 
worth that much to the proprietor when the war- 
rant is located. I am quite aware that in many 
instances land warrants have brought their fu) 
value; but if you make all this new batch assign- 
able, there will be so much competition that the 
srice will come down to a mere fraction of what 
it ought to be, as was the case with the Mexican 
lands. If the soldiers, in whose favor these land 
warrants were issued, would employ men who 


| would honestly discharge the duty of locating the 


| warrants, they would obtain 


the full value of 
them, and we should hear nothing more of the 
clamor about this gratuity of the Government to 
the soldiers having gone into the hands of others 


| than those for whose benefit it was exclusively 


designed. I know an instance in this city of a 
man who had two warrants which he offered for 
$210, and the man to whom they were offered re- 
fused to take them at the price; but he located 


| them for the individual, and since that time he has 


sold this land—the whole of the three hundred and 
twenty acres—for $4 an acre, thus realizing $1,250 


| for what, a short time before, he had offered for 


| $210. 


Now, that is an instance that I know of, 
and yet it is urged by those who are interested in 
speculating in these warrants, that they cannot be 
made available to the holders at this time. That 


| is an argument which has been urged out of doors, 
| and Senators are made to believe that there is no 


way of benefiting the soldier but by making the 
warrants assignable. It is, however, a false ar- 


| gument—one which is made to bear upon those 
| who control the oe press, and is reéchoed 


| here by Senators who 


o not, I admit, intend to 


| reflect the interests of men engaged in these spec- 


ulations, but who do it completely in effect. That 
is, however, the effect; and I repeat that it is an 
argument which is unsound and false, to say that 
the warrants cannot be made to benefit the holder 
to the full extent, if they would take the proper 
means to avail themselves of such benefit. | will 
venture to say, that if the holders of the warrants 
will locate them for themselves, or will employ 

roper persons to do it for them, the lands will 
be worth double the price which they will get for 
them if they are made assignable. My oppost- 
tion, then, to the assignability of land warrants 1s 
friendly to the holders. 

Itis not because J am inimical to the interest of 
the old soldier that I oppose this bill; but [ believe 
that, when the warrants are made assignable, his 
interests will be sacrificed sooner and with moré 
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certainty 
may say th 
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From our local positions, and from other cir- 
|| cumstances, we are led to adopt certain views, and 
become attached to them. | do not blame the 


than by any other system. But you || 
at is his own business: heis a freeman, 
«an do as he pleases with his own property. 


ad : eo : 7 ‘ 
1 know there is some force in the objection that || Senator from Wisconsin for holding his views. 
~ vive lands and then tieit up in the hands of the || But the lands in Alabama and Mississippi have 
we =' 


of the warrants. But that you should 
ssidered in the first place, and not have 
iaken a course to throw away the benefit which | 
eou propose to bestow. Now, when it turns out, 
owing to this outside argument which we hear, 
bat the soldier does not want the land, it is taken 
fr granted that the only other manner in which 
a can benefit him, is to make the warrants as- 
“onable. It is notso; and the holders of the war- 
rants will see that it is not so, if they will take 
into consideration their true interest, and they will 
jocate their warrants themselves when they under- 
stand that the assignment of them will be of very || 


been disposed of, and the proceeds have gone into 
the ‘Treasury; and now because there are lands 
in other sections of the country, the people who 
go there are not to’be subjected to the same pro- 
| ceeding, and are not to pay the same money into 
the Treasury as others did. ‘There is a want of 
justice, of equity, and equality, in that. ‘There is 
no principle about it at all. Why should we pass 
a law here to seduce our people to leave the old 
| States and settle in the limits of other States? 
At whose expense will you be doing this? The 
States of Georgia and Kentucky are called upon 
to vote for a measure which will induce their pop- 
small pecuniary benefit to them. ulation to go off and settle elsewhere, because by 
Mr. DAWSON. I have been somewhat sur- || it property im other States will be given to 
prised at the observation of the Senator from Wis- || them. Is it wise and politic—is it to be expected 
consin, (Mr. W akeRr,] as to his having heard the | that the old States will give their support to a 
arvument that [ made, used before by me. I | measure which will lead their population to leave 
vseoliect that when the subject of the distribution || them, and thereby diminish their own strength? 
of the public lands was before us heretofore, the || The Senator from Wisconsin will in a moment 
Senator erected a platform, and presented himself | see the impropriety of it. How is this to be 
non it in such a manner that no one could fail to || done? Not by the money of the General Gov- 
have his attention drawn to it. Since that time it | ernment merely, for it is the money of the people. 
has been understood that his mode and manner of And if the money of the people, which is now in 
disposing of the public lands formed a sort of || the Treasury, or which has gone into the public 
platform for some purpose or other, which I can- || lands under your control, is to be divided, to 
whom should it go? ‘To the people who paid and 


not say now. If L were so unkind or ungenerous 
as to retort upon him, I might say, how often have || fought fortheland, and not to those who never gave 
| a dollar or an hour of service to the Government. 


I heard the same argument from him, not only in 
the Senate, but in other places, which he has used | The principle advocated by the Senator from Wis- 
| consin would give the lands to those who never | 


on this occasion? But [ have nothing to say 
avainst his doing that. {[t is the principle advo- || advanced a dollar to the country; whileanine is to 
cated which | oppose, and the manner which he || give them to men who fought our battles and paid 
| taxes into the Treasury. 


assumes to himself to control the action of this 
I was not desirous of going into this matter. 


body, and express his views, somewhat indig- 
Whenever the time will come to rally for the 


nantly, against the views of all others. 
He says that these public lands ought to go—to || rights of the citizens of this country, native and 
I agree || adopted, against this plan of giving land away, 


whom? To the people... What people? ; 
or any other analogous to it, you will find that 


with him that they should go to the people of , 
the United States; that they should be the prop- || the people will rally for them. It is right that 
| they should do so; and because I referred to it, 


rty of the country upon certain terms; and when- 
ever we make donations to them it should be ac- || I am held up here as repeating an argument. 
cording to the bill of my friend from Kentucky, || No better argument can be made. When I sug- 
{Mr. Unperwoop, | giving them to the old soldier. |} gested the condensed argument, it was because a 
But when, Mr. President, I see propositions made || mere repetition of it supplies the whole argument, 
to favor people who are not now within the limits || and there was no necessity of going into an ex- 
of our country; who never paid a dollar of tax || tension of it. Every man cgmprehends it. I 
into the Treasury; who never shouldered a gun | would not have made a reply to the Senator, but 
in defence of the country, and to place them on a || for what I consider an unkind and unnecessary 
footing with the citizens and soldiers of our coun- || remark, that he expected the argument from the 
try, it looks a little strange to me at least. Be- || Senator from Georgia, for he had heard it from 
cause I draw a distinction between men who | him the fourth or fifth time. I have seen my 
served the country in every capacity, and men who | friend more than four or five times standing upon 
never served it at all, it is presented here as a || the platform which he erected two years ago; and 
strange and extraordinary argument. Shalll say || when he stood up so high, because | paid my re- 
to the Senator from Wisconsin that his course of spects to him, he ought to have felt grateful, in- 
policy is just of a character to cause the whole | stead of being excited, at what Isaid. These are 
country to be settled by a foreign population? His | my views. 

plan is to make a gratuity to every man who will Mr. WALKER. Mr. President—— 

come from any section of the world, and settleon || Mr. CLEMENS. [rise toa point of order. 
the public lands. -At whose expense is this to be || I believe the Senator from Wisconsin has spoken 
done? Who paid for the extinguishment of the | on this subject more times than the rules allow, 
title of the aborigines of the country to the soil || and | have the preference for the floor. 

upon which you reside? The whole people of the Mr. WALKER. I will give way with great 
United States paid for it in and through taxation. || cheerfulness. 

And who gave you the power of taxing? The || Mr. CLEMENS. I move that the Senate pro- 
men who fought the battles of your country and | ceed to the consideration of Executive business. 
sustained your Government. Yet they are to be The PRESIDENT. The motion cannot be re- 
disregarded, and cannot get any of these advan- || ceived while this question is under consideration. 
tages upon the same terms as those who may have || Mr. CLEMENS. As!I think it important that 
fought against us. Because | expressed an opin- || we should proceed to the consideration of Execu- 
lon of that kind, the Senator says he expected to | tive business, I move to postpone this subject 
hear itagain. Why hear it again? Because it is || until we have more time to hear speeches upon it. 
founded in truth, in justice, in principle, and in || At the suggestion of Senators, the motion was 
patriotism. It is not advanced asa mere scheme || withdrawn. 

'o gain public applause, or to throw myself upon Mr. WALKER. I hope no one will suppose 
an elevated platform by which to gain the applause || that I am going into an extended argument 
of parts of the community. The plan of my legis- The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
lation is to act upon principles of equality and jus- || Alabama make his point of order? 
tice; to do justice to every section and to every Mr. CLEMENS. I do not make any motion, 
man belonging to the country, according to his || as there seems to be a desire to vote upon the ques- 
service. And because I express my opposition to || tion. But | want to get into Executive session. 
giving the public lands, which my constituents || I will not press my point of order, 

assisted to pay for, to men who never paid a dol- Mr. WALKER. I will detain the Senate only 
lar into the Treasury, it is looked upon as some- || while I make a single observation, in reply to the 
thing exceedingly strange. If ours was a Govern- | Senator from Georgia. When I said that I ex- 
meat not subject to the principle of the elective _ to hear the argument from the Senator, if 


aden if it was governed differently, it might | he said anything, I spoke entirely of his reference 
one, 


holders 


have cor 
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\| to the foreign population who might be embraced , 





as 


in this bill. It was the Native American tendency 
of the argument to which I intended to make a 
reply. 1 said that I expected, if I heard anything 
from him upon that branch of the amendment, that 
it would be just what he had said. Upon a pre- 
vious occasion offered a proposition in the Sen- 
ate, to the bill authorizing the issue of land war- 
rants, which amendment proposed to give to those 
who had declared their intention to become citi- 
zens, the rights and benefits resulting from it: and 
then the Senator objected to this feature of my 
proposition, But new, 
will not the Senator allow me to pay him a com- 
pliment? 








He objects to it afain. 


It was that very argument that he thus 
made, objecting to that feature in my amendment, 
and a similar argument made by the Senator from 
Kentucky, that induced me to make the change 
which is made in the proposition which I have 
brought before the Senate—to require citizenship 
before an entry should be permitted. I intended 
to compliment the views of the Senators from 
Georgia and Kentucky, by the change which | 
have made in the proposition since I offered it 
upon a previous occasion. The Senator will per- 
ceive that naturalization must be perfected before 
the entry is permitted, according to the amendment. 

I have no disposition to keep off this vote I 
know that the joint resolution will be adopted, but 


Y : 
1 still wish to discharge 


my duty. It is what 
every Senator desires to do when he knows that 
his constituents feel anxious thet he should make 
head against it if possible, and when he feels a re- 
ciprocal interest and anxiety to discharge faith- 
fully his duty and meet the wishes of his constitu- 
ents. I hope | havedone nothing more. I do not 
wish to forte my peculiar views upon the Senate. 
I wish not to tire the patience of any. 
to be offensive. 
pass it. I can see the evil consequences Ww hich 
will result from it. 

and they wish me to 
last. 


1 wish not 
If you wish to pass the measure, 


My constituents see them, 
resist the measure to the 
They wish me to resist this last measure of 
oppression to them in their young settlements. 
I do believe it will result inthat. Take your vote 
and pass it; and if the consequences to the West- 
ern States which I have prophesied and pointed 
out do result, and if hereafter Western members 
see that I did point thank 
themselves and bear in mind that 1 warned them 
upon the present occasion. 


them out, let them 


The question being taken on the amendment to 
the amendment by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 
8, nays 35; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Seward, Sumner, Wade, Walker. and Whitcomb—8 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bayard, Rell, Ber 
rien, Borland, Bradbury, Bright, Brodhead. Clarke, Clem- 
ens, Davis, Dawson, Dodge of Iowa, Felch, Foot, Geyer, 
Hamlin, Houston, Hunter, Jenes of Iowa, Jones of Ten 
nessee, King, McRae, Mallory, Mangum, Miller, Norris, 
Rusk, Sebastian, Smith, Spruance, Stockton, Underwood, 
and Upham—J5 


Douglas, Gwin, 


So it was rejected, 

Mr. WALKER. I have another amendment, 
which I shall offer asa proviso to the first section 
of the amendment, as follows: 

Provided, That not more than two land warrants of the 
denomination of one hundred and sixty acres each, or the 
equivalent thereof in warrants of a less denomination, shall 


be located by or in the name of the same individual upon 
any of the public lands. 


The amendment to the amendment was not 
arreed to. 

Mr. WALKER. I will have completed my 
duty when I shall have offered the following as 
a proviso to the first section of the amendment: 

Provided, That no land warrant shall be located within 
six miles of any proposed railroad hne or route, unless 
such locatien be intended for purposes of actual settiement, 
to be ascertained by the oath of the party proposing to make 
the location. 

The amendment to 
agreed to. 

Mr. GEYER. I have an amendment which I 
wish to offer to the first section of the amendment. 
It is to insert after the words ‘‘ are hereby de- 
clared to be assignable,’’ the words ‘* by deed or 
instrument of writing made and executed after the 
taking effect of this act.”” I will explain in a few 
words the object of it. It is to prevent past as- 
signments, that are prohibited by law, from being 
set up in any form. There are many instances in 
which assignments have been made by individuals 
holding these warrants, and of course they have 
been subject to large deductions on account of the 
risk. The design of this amendment is twofold: 


the amendment was not 
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= : 
to affocd an opportunity to those individuals to 
reéxamine the subject before they make a new as- 
signment, before they transfer their warrants; and 
also to prevent parties setting up a prohibited as- 
signment, 
: va . Ayr mp . 

The PRESIDENT. The first section as pro- 
posed to be amended will read— 

“ That all warrants for military bounty lands which have 
been, or may hereafter be, issued under any law of the 
United States, and all valid locations of the same which 
lave been or may hereafter be made, are hereby declared to 
be assignable by deed or instrument of writing made and 
executed after the taking effect of this act, according to 
such form,”’ &c. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. Perhaps it is due to the 
commitiee to say that, in their deliberations on this 
subject, nothing occurred which would sanction 
the idea that we intended to ratify past assignments 
and contracts in reference to these warrants, made 
in violation of the law. I suppose that the object 
of my friend from Missouri is to prevent any such 
inference from being drawn, aud to make it positive 
that those contracts which were illegally made be- 
fore 
writing made after the taking effect of this law. I 
have no objection to that; [ suppose no member of 
the committee will object to it. It was not the in- 
tention either of any member of the committee or 
myself to ratify any such illegal warrants. 

Mr. DOWNS. I have no objection to the ob- 
ject of the amendment. I think it a very good 
one; but I have some doubts whether perhaps a 
different construction might not be put upon it. 
Could it not be more simply expressed? I sup- 
pose the Senator means by his amendment trans- 
fers made in the ordinary way. But the public 
officers might understand it differentiy. Some 
States may give a different interpretation to the 
words **deed or act.’’ 

Mr°UNDERWOOD. The word ‘‘act’’ is not 
used. It is ‘instrument of writing.”’ 

Mr. GEYER. The words which follow in the 
bill explain it. The deed or instrument of writing 
is to be made ‘‘according to such form, and pur- 
suant to such regulations, as may be prescribed by 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office.’’ 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. ‘That shows it. 

The amendment to the amendment was then 
agreed to. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I have an amendment 
which I wish to offer to the amendment. It is to 
insert in the 4th section, after the words ‘‘of any 
State,’’ the words ‘‘or Territory,”’ so that the sec- 
tion may read: ** Thatin all cases where the militia 
or volunteers or State troops of any State or Ter- 
ritory were called into military service, and whose 
services have been paid for by the United States,”’ 
&c., | presume there will be no objection to it, 

‘The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
Lo. 

Mr. GWIN. Ihave an amendment to propose 
us an additional section: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That every actyal 


settler, being an American citizen or having filed a declafa- 
tion of intention to become such, whether the warrantee or 
assignee of a military bounty land warrant, shall be allowed 
to locate the same upon any public land inhabited and im 
proved by such settler (provided the same be not mineral 
lund) not exceeding in quantity one hundred and sixty 
acres, Whether such land be subject to private entry or not, 
upon making proof to the satisfaction of the register and 
receiver, of actual inhgbitancy and cultivation of the tract 
or tracts thus sought to be entered: Provided, That such 
jocations shall not be permitted upon any land the price of 
which exceeds $1 25 per acre, unless the difference in cash 
be first paid. 

Mr. GWIN. I will briefly give the reasons 
why I think this additional section should be in- 
corporated in the bill. There are a great many 

atm ; 5 , 

versons in the State which I represent entitled to 
younty land warrants who could not claim a pre- 
emption on the lands upon which they are living, 
because they have left their farms in the States 
from which they emigrated. These parties cannot 
use these warrants, ‘hey are now settlers there on 
the public lands. They cannot claim the privi- 
leges of preémption because the law limits and ex- 
clades certain persons, and they are of that class. 
But they are the parties to whom these warrants 
are to be issued. All I wish is, that they may be 
permitted to locate them on the lands upon which 
they have settled. Thece is another important 
matter which seems to have been overlooked in 
this bill, and it is this: in extending the location 
of these bounty land warrants the mineral lands 
of California have not been excluded. They 
should be excluded from location in express terms 


can only be legalized by an instrument of 
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in this bill. There should be aclause in it by which 
none of its provisions should be extended to the 
mineral lands of California. At present there is 
no guard of that kind in the bill, and is an addi- 
tional reason why my amendment should be | 
adopted. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I really think that there | 
is no necessity for the amendment of my friend 
from California. The original bill nor the prior legis- | 
lation upon the subject does not open any portion || 
of the lands in California to these land warrants. || 
The public lands in California have not yet been 
opened by any legislation of Congress so far as 
I know. 

Mr. GWIN. Oh, yes! There isa Surveyor 
General for California, and the lands are being | 
surveyed, and are open to preémptioon claims. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. That may be; but the 
public lands in California have not yet been brought 
into market by proclamation of the President of | 
the United States. No sales have yet been made. | 
Steps have been taken, I know, to have the public 
lands in California surveyed, but none of these | 
warrants can be located on lands unless they are 
subject to entry by private individuals; and they 
cannot be subject to entry by private individuals 
until they have been offered for sale in the market, 
under the proclamation of the President of .the | 
United States. That is the operation of the law 
as it now stands, So far as relates to the use of | 
these land warrants in securing the home of the set- | 
tler, we made provision for that by an amendment 
which we adopted when the bill was up yesterday. 
{t does, therefore, seem to me, that the amend- 


OBE. 


| friend from California, that he proy 


| portant matter,which has not been deljj 


| unless they have been expressly extended 


ment of my friend from California cannot have || 


a beneficial, but must have an injurious effect. 
| hope it will not be adopted. Itis merely pro- | 
viding for that which is already provided for. 


If the Senator intends to enlarge the use of land || 


warrants for settlers, so as to allow the settlers | 
who have them to enter on the public lands, and | 
locate them before the lands have been offered at | 
public sale under proclamation of the President of | 


the United States, I think it would bea bad policy || 


to adopt any such provision. I hope, therefore, | 
that on reflection, my friend from California will | 
see the propriety of not pressing his amendment. 
Mr. GWIN. In reply to what the Senator 
from Kentucky has stated, I will say that these 
lands are now being surveyed, and unless we legis- 
late on this subject during this session of Congress, 
before the next they may be offered for sale, or | 
open to entries under the preémption laws; and | 
therefore the very same process that exists in 
other States in regard to the public lands will be | 
in operation there. Whenever the public lands in | 
California are surveyed, a settler can claim a pre- | 
emption right in that State, under existing laws; 


and if a settler on the public lands, there or else- } 


where, has served in the war, and is entitled toa 
bounty land warrant, | propose that he shall have 
the privilege of locating his warrant on the land 
upon which he lives, whether he is or is not enti- 
tled to a preémption. “That is the whole point of 
the case. 

There is, however,. another provision in my 
amendment which I think a very important one, 
and that is, that none of the mineral lands in Cali- 
fornia shall be subjected to the provisions of this 
law. I consider that as of the very highest im- 
portance. The public lands in that State are being 
surveyed, and I have no doubt will be speedily 
offered at public sale, because the wants of that 
country require that they should be soon disposed 
of. Hence I think that this is of very great im- 
portance, for before we can pass another law upon 
this subject, these lands may be brought into 
market. All that I wish is, that every individual 
who has a bounty land warrant in his own right, 
now living on and cultivating the public lands in | 


California, or any other State, when those lands || 


shall be surveyed and brought into market, shall: 
have the privilege of locating his warrant, instead 
of going to somebody else to sell it. Many of the 
ciuzens of California, emigrating from other States, 
have left a quantity of land undisposed of, that 
excludes them from the advantages of the pre- 
emption laws, and these individuals will be forced 
to sell their warrants, although they are now liv- 
ing on the public lands. J wish that every person | 
in California, to whom a warrant is issued, shall | 
have the privilege of locating it on the land on 
which he resides, 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I would say to my! 








ih 


| will very soon be. 
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| 08€S the intr, 
duction on the spur of the occasion, of a yery = 


‘ : : erat 
upon by the Committee on Public Lands. at 


strikes me that it will lead to consequences wh, 
we are not perhaps prepared to meet, Lance 
certain that there is any law granting preémptig 
rights in California. a 

Mr. GWIN. The general land laws hy 
extended there. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The chairm 
Committee on Public Lands [Mr. Feicu) i3 mue 
more familiar with this subject than I am; fo, - 
the last two years I have not been a membe; 
that committee, and I would defer to his supetio 
information on this subject. Ido not know thet 
there is any law in force in reference to the pybj, 
lands in California which grants preémption righ 
there, or states how much land the settler cay 
have. I recollect very well that provisions hays 
been made in regard to the public lands jin thy 
Territory of Oregon, but I have no recollectiog 
now of any specific legislation which embraps 
the public tands in California; and I doubt whether 
the public laws in reference to the preémptive 
rights in force in the rest of the United States hy. 
fore the acquisition of that territory will apply, 


AVE beep 


an of the 


Aceg 


een 
there, 
These matters are sprung upon me just upon the 


spur of the occasion, without having any Oppor- 
tunity of examining the statutes, without any OD- 
portunity of ascertaining whether my ideas upon 
the subject are right or wrong. lam not prepared 
to adopt any amendment of this kind in such q 
hurry, without its having gone through an inyes. 
tigation by the Committee on Public Lands, | 
would like to hear from the chairman of that com. 
mittee on this subject. 

Mr. GWIN. At the last session of Congress 
a clause was inserted in one of the appropriation 
bills extending the land laws to California, pro- 
viding for the appointment of a surveyor general, 
and making appropriations for the purpose of sur- 
veying the public lands in that State. The Com- 
mittee on Public Lands had reported a land bill 
for California, which was elaborately prepared, 
and debated in the Senate; but owing to the dis- 
cussion which arose upon the river and harbor 
bill it was not acted on. In order that the State 
which I represent should have the benefit of 
the land laws, and for the purpose of con- 
mencing the surveys of the public lands, an 


| amendment was made to an appropriation bill of 


the character I have described. Under it a sur- 
veyor general has been appointed, and is now 
actively engaged in the performance of his duty. 
The Secretary of the Interior has estimated fora 
large amount to be appropriated for the survey of 
the public lands in California—an appropriation 
of some three hundred thousand dollars. The 
reémption law, as well as the general land laws, 
as been extended to California, as well as to 
other States where the lands are surveyed and 
brought into market, as the lands in California 
But here is the point in this 
case: There are persons in that State who, tech- 
nically, are not entitled to the benefits of this gen- 


| eral preémption law, because they have emigrated 


|, On. 


without having disposed of the lands they lived 
They are entitled to ae land warrants 
as soldiers in the Mexican war, but cannot locate 


| their warrants on the lands tpon which they now 


reside. I simply wish that they shall have the 


| privilege, if they are actual settlers and cultiva- 


tors, of locating their own warrants to include 
their present homes and improvements—provided 


| those locations shall not be made on mineral 


| 
{ 


lands. That is the whole case. 
Mr. FELCH. It is perfectly manifest that this 
provision cannot be adopted and carried out with- 
out breaking in upon the whole system of the 
Government with regard to the public lands. The 
lands in California are not yet in the market; and 
although an appropriation was made for a sur- 
veyor to commence the surveys there, yet the sys- 
tem, as a system, is not to be extended in its prac- 
tical operation to that portion of the country. 
The provision of law, ynder which the Surveyor 
General of California was appointed, makes an 
appropriation for the surveys in the ordinary 
manner, and under the general law of the United 
States; but there is not one acre of land in Cali- 
fornia which can be purchased by anybody for 
money or in any way. There can be no put 
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ers of land there, and no entries of land, by 
nase: . 

ind warrants OT anything else, unless there be 
vaplished land offices. There is neither land } 
cane nor land district in that portion of the 
ofc 


ountry- + a . 
. further provision of this kind, therefore, at the 


resent time, is entirely inapplicable to the state 
be case. It does not appear, as yet, what 
v be done in regard to the lands in that coun- 
What we have hitherto done is this: We 
nave provided for settling claims of all Spanish 
and Mexican settlers, who claim by virtue of 
rants from Spanish or Mexican governments. 
We have done nothing more. There was a bill 
fore the Senate, to which the Senator from Cali- 
é-nia has referred, extending the general system 
“che land laws to California, and granting cer- 
gin preemption rights and donation rights; but 
the bill did not become a law. We have, there- 
fare, scarcely started upon the system of disposing 
of the public lands m that country. All we have 
goue is to send a surveyor there, who may or 
ry not have commenced the surveys. I am not 
farmed upon that point. 
“Mr. GWIN. He has commenced the surveys. 

Mr. FELCH. If this provision should be 
adopted, it will be impossible, under the biil, to 
commence proceedings in favor of any one man 
ving a warrant there. He cannot locate it there, 
as there is yo land office where he can locate it. 
There is no authority to allow him to locate. That 
is the state of the case at the present time. 

Preemption rights cannot, of course, apply to 
California, because the preémption right applies 
only to cases where the lands have been surveyed 
and are ready to be brought into market. For- 
merly those rights did notattach until the land was 
ofered for sale. A more liberal law now prevails; 
and after the surveys are made with a view to sale, 
within the land districts where purchases can be 
made, there preémption rights may accrue. But 
settlers who have gone on the public lands in Cal- 
ifornia, even if they have land warrants, are pre- 
cisely in the same condition as men who have 
money in their pockets. Neither of them can take 
up lands there. They stand precisely on the same 
footing. 

Unless we are dispesed to go beyond the prin- 
ciples which have heretofore been adopted, it does 
not seem to me that this provision could be of any 
practical effect, even if incorporated into the bill. 
Certainly it does not seem to me to be wise, at the 
present time, to adopt it. 

Mr.GWIN. From the statement which has 
just been made by the Senator from Michigan, it 
is perfectly evident that this bill is to have no 
bearing at all in California. That State is to be 
entirely excluded from its operations. I am as- 
tonished that when we are legislating upon so im- 
portant a question as this, that there is no provis- 
ion in this bill applicable to such a vast amount 
of lands as there is contained in the State of Cal- 
ifornia. We all know that registers and receivers 
will very soon be appointed for that country; and 
then the general law of preémption will certainly 
bein operation. All I wish is, that the land laws 
may be extended, in every particular, to the people 
of California as they are to other sections of the 
Union. If we adopt this amendment now, it will 
not benecessary to legislate upon this subject again 
when the California land bill comes up for consid- 
eration. Iam opposed to the passage of this or 
another law that will have to be altered hereafter, 
and adapted to laws to be enacted for California; 
for | know the difficulty of getting any special le- 
gislation for that State. I wish this to be a gen- 
eral law, and when we do adopt a land system for 
California, and carry it out by the appointment of 
proper officers, the citizens of that State will have 
the same rights as the citizens of other States un- 
der the same land laws. It is evident that in a 
short time we shall extend the land system into 
California, and appoint registers and receivers. 
Then why not have a provision in this law giving 
to the citizens of that State the same rights which 
ciuzens of other States are to have? 

Mr. FELCH. It is not California alone to 


nl 
ma 


try. 


which the principle applies which the Senator | 


states. It applies to Oregon, where we have sold 


no lands; it applies to New Mexico; it applies to | 


Utah; it applies to most of the new States; it ap- 


plies to a portion of my own State; it applies to all || 
the unsarveyed lands. It has never been the policy | 
of the Government to induce persons to come and || 
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settle on the land before it is ready to be brought 
into the market under any circumstances. 
throw into the market every year a much larger 
amount of the public lands than is demanded for 
the ordinary sales of the year. 

As I remarked before, formerly we restricted 
preémption rights to a very small portion of terri- 
ed them; and a per- 
son may go to any portion of the public lands 
where surveys have been made and acquire a pre- 
rhis proposition is to allow per- 
sons not only to go on the lands after the surveys 
are made, and the boundaries are understood, and 
the monuments affixed, and the locations are de- 
fined, so that a man can know on what land he ts; 
but itis proposed to allow people to settle on the 
lands and acquire preémption rights before any- 
thing is done to make the landmarks, before any- 
thing is done to fix the locations. 
liberality in the law which now prevails in refer- 
ence to the granting of preempuon rights; and I 
heartily concur in the prineiple which has been 


Now, we have exte 


emption right. 


There is great 


scarcely carry it further without doing it great in- 
justice, and at the same time making great confu- 
sion in the administration of the public domain. 
We know perfectly wel! that in 
all of the new States settlements are made on the 
public lands before they are surveyed; and when 
the lands are surveyed, the settlers have the rights 
and privileges of preémptors. 
are now being surveyed in California. 
asked for a large appropriation for their survey. 
Surveys in that country are made with great 
rapidity if ample means are placed at the disposal 
of the Surveyor General. 
twelve months there will be a large quantity of 
our public lands open to the preémption laws. 
With regard to Oregon, it is true the preémp- 
there—but 
Because you give the lands away there. 
You give them donation privileges, and they do 
not want preémption rights. ] 
Mexico and Utah, I know that the preémption 
laws have not been extended there. } 
General has been appointed for these Territones. 
They need legislation, and they need it badly. 
But it is my duty to endeavor to bring into active 
operation in California the provisions of the pre- 
emption laws, and to give every person entitled 
to a bounty land warrant, and an actual settler and 
cultivator of the public domain other than mineral 
lands, the right of locating his warrant on his 
This is the only object I have in 


Mr. GWIN. 


The public lands 


It is expected that in 


In regard to New 


No Surveyor 


Mr. SHIELDS. I would suggest to the Sena- 
tor from California, that when the land system 
shall be extended td his State, this law will apply | 
I am for the general principle of 
understand the matter 
perfectly; and [ say that the gentleman, by his 
amendment, will accomplish nothing whatever. 
The amendment will accomplish 
this: it will permit an individual living on the pub- 
lic lands in California, after the lands shall have 
been surveyed and opened to preémption, to locate 
his own warrant on the land on which he resides 
That is certainly a new principle, 
Citizens of every 


to that State. 
our preémption law. 


Mr. GWIN. 


and cultivates. 
and a very important one. ' 
State in the Union, who served in the war with 
Mexico, have emigrated to California, and I want 
to give them the privilege of locating their own 
warrants to include their new homes, whenever the 
public lands shall come into market. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 
in Committee of the 


The amendment 
Whole as amended, was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT. The question now is: 
Shall the amendment be engrossed, and the bill be 
read a third time? 

Mr. WALKER. 


yeas and nays. 


On that question I ask the 


The yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
taken resulted—yeas 35, nays 3; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Bell, Berrien, Borland, Brad- 


Wisconsin, Douglas, Downs, Fish, Foot, 
Hunter, James, Jones of Iowa, Jones of Ten- 
nessee, McRae, Mallory, Mangum, Miller, Norris, Pearce, 
Sebastian, Seward, Shields, Soulé, Spruance, Stockton, | 
|} Sumner, and Underwood—35. 

NAYS—Messrs. Gwin, Wade, and Walker—3. 


EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. 
On motion, the Senate proceeded to the consid- | 


xeyer, Hale, 


SSIONAL GLOBE. — — 


eration of Executive business: and after some time 
spent therein, the doors were reopened, and 


The Senate adjourned. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvurspay, January 20, 1852. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 


by the Rev. Mr. Morgan, 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 


ASSIGNABILITY OF LAND WARRANTS. 
The SPEAKER. The first business in order 


is the consideration of the jomt resolution No. l, 
heretofore reported from the select committee, to 
which the same was referred, with an amendment 
explanatory of the act of 1850 vranting to ee rtain 
officers and soldiers bounty land, &e.; the pending 
question being on the motion submitted by the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Dunuam,] to commit 
the said joint resolution and pending amendments 


the Committee of the Whole House on the 


state of the Union, and on which question the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. Fires) is entitled to the 
floor. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I should like the House to 


xo into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union this morning, and take up the Mexican in- 
demnity bill, if the gentleman from Indiana {Mr. 
Fircn] would yield the floor for that purpose. 


Mr. FITCH. I am not particular as to the 


time of resuming the consideration of this joint 
resolution, but my object is, that whenever it does 
come up—and upon which | have the floor—to 
make my objections to it known. If occupying 
the morning hour in the consideration of that 
report will interfere with the business of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, I have no objection, 
so far as | am concerned, to give way to the gen- 
tleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovsron.] 


Mr. HOUSTON. I wishto state to the House, 


though I do not know it, other than from rumors, 
aside fromthe fact that the House possesses the 
knowledge, that there is a strong necessity for act- 
ing upon this billat an early period. | understand 
there is a communication upon the Speaker’s table 
from the President of the United States, urging 
that we shall act upon it speedily. I will, there- 
fore, move that the communication be first read, 
and then I will propose to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 


AFFAIRS OF UTAH. 
The SPEAKER (there being no objection ) pro- 


ceeded to lay before the House a communication 
from the President of the United States, in regard 
to the affairs of Utah. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That is not the 


message referred to. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Never mind. Let it be read, 


* and I will move that it be laid upon the table and 
printed. 


The communication was accordingly read, as 


follows: 


To the House of Representatives: 


I transmit a copy of a letter which has been 


addressed to me by ‘the Secretary of the Territory 
of Utah since my recent message to the House of 
Representatives, in answer to its resolution re- 
questing information in regard to the affairs of 


that Territory. MILLARD FILLMORE. 


WasuinctTon, 16th January, 1852. 


To the President of the United States: 


Sir: Among the official papers relating to affairs in the 


Territory of Utah, as published in ““The Daily Globe” of 
the 10th instant, is 2 letter from Governor Brigham Young 
to the President of the United States, dated September 29th, 
1851. In this letter the following paragraph occurs, to wit: 


‘Mr. Harris informed me, in a conversation which T had 


‘ with him, that he had private instructions, designed for 
‘no eve but his own, to watch every movement, and not pay 
‘out any funds, unless the same should be strictly legal, 
‘ according to his own judgment.”’ 


I beg leave to say, that the statement contained in this 


paragraph, to the effect that [ said to Governor Young that 
I ‘*had private instructions, designed for no eye but my 
own, to watch every movement,” &c., has no foundation 
in truth, and is so very improbable in itself as to excite as 

tonishment that Governor Young should have made it. I 
had but one conversation with Governor Young, within my 
recollection, in’ which official instructions were mentioned 
at all, and that conversation was in substance as follows: 


Governor Young was striving to induce me, by argument 


and persuasion, to disburse the public money then in my 
possession, in payment of the mileage and per diem, and 
the contingent expenses of the last Legislature of the pro- 
visional government of the State of Deseret. I informed 
bim that I could not comply with his wishes. “ But,” 
said he, “ suppose the Territorial Legislature, about to as- 





andl 


semble, should so appropriate the money, and direct you to 
pay it; you would of course comply??? J replied ** that I 
could not; that I had instructions from’ the Treasury De- 
partment to guide me as disbursing agent, and that I would 
not be permitted to plead an act of the Legislature in ex- | 
cuse for the illegal disbursement of the money in my | 
hands.”’ | 

I had no other conversation with Governor Young which | 
could possibly have suggested to his mind the idea of | 
making sucha charge against me. 

There are other misstatements in the letters of Governor | 


Young and Mr. Bernhisel equally gross and untrue; but as || 


they do not relate to me alone, | dy not deein it proper to 
refer to them more particularly in this communication. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest regard, your most 
obedient servant, B. D. HARRIS, 

Secretary of Utah Territory. 

WasnHINncTon, January 12th, 1852. 

On motion by Mr. HOUSTON, the communi- 
cation was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 

MEXICAN INDEMNITY. | 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the President of the United 
States, covering a letter from the contractors for 
paying the installment of Mexican indemnity due 
on the 31st of May next. 

On motion by Mr. HOUSTON, the communi- 
cation was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 

rinted. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the | 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. || 


The question was taken, and the motion was | 
agreed to. ; 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. The first business before 
the committee is the annual message of the Presi- | 
dent of the United States. 

Mr. HOUSTON, (interrupting.) But [ think 
that under the rules of the House governing the 
committee, | have the right to move to take up any 
appropriation bill, or any bill for the purpose of 
executing a treaty. 


The CHAIRMAN. That isthe rule. 


MEXICAN INDEMNITY BILL. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I move, therefore, to take 
up the bill to provide for carrying into execution, 


in further part, the twelfth article of the treaty with |, 


Mexico, concluded at Guadalupe Hidalgo. 

The bill is as follows, viz: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of $3,180,000 be, and 
the same is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the 
‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the payment of 
the installment and interest which fall due on the 30th of | 
May, 1852, under the twelfth article of the treaty between 
the United States and Mexico. made and concluded at 
Guadalupe Hidalgo, on the 2d of February, 1848. 


Mr. McMULLIN. Itis, perhaps, unfortunate | 
for me that I am entitled to the floor, particularly | 


as I have not given this subject that consideration ¢| 


which its importance demands; and I shall not | 


occupy the time of the House but a very few mo- || 


ments. I have already effected the object with 
which I originally set out—that of calling the 
attention of the House and of the country to this 
particular case. At the last Congress this sub- 
ject, or rather a bill providing for the payment of || 
the Mexican indemnity, was before the House. | 
It was my misfortune then to differ with several || 
entlemen, and with my honorable colleague, || 
|Mr. Bayziy,] who was then the chairman of the | 
Committee of Ways and Means, and with whom 
it is atall times painful to me to differ. Iam sure I | 
need not say one word to my colleague with a || 

view to reconcile him to the course which I have 
taken in reference to this matter. That gentleman || 
knows full well that there are but few men, if any, || 
upon this floor, whose capacity and efficiency as || 
a legislator I appreciate more highly than his. || 
But | thought then, as I think now, that there | 
was something wrong in relation to the payment | 
of this Mexican indemnity. I sake. sir, | 

that this subject will be discussed at some length, 
and my object is simply to call the attention of | 
the House to the fact, that in the payment of the | 
last Mexican indemnity, there was a loss to this || 
Government of some sixty or eighty or one hun- |} 
dred thousand dollars, because of the manner in | 
which that payment was made; in other words, if | 
the payment had been differently made—made | 
by agents who proposed to make it, other than | 
} 


| 
| 
i 
| 
| 


Corcoran & Riggs, and those British bankers, 
there would have been a saving to the American 
Government of some sixty or eighty thousand | 


! ae P . 
dollars. Now, it 


| 1 desire to examine this subject. 


upon the Committee of Ways and Means of the 
Thirty-first Congress, nor 1s it my purpose to 
cast any reflections whatever upon the Committee 
of Ways and Means of this Congress. But I 
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is not my purpose to reflect | pay off that indemnity in the manner 


| 


| Mr. HOUSTON. 


wish to say, sir, that it is a subject worthy of the | 


consideration of the Committee of Ways and 


Means, and of their Mvestigation, to see whether | 
or not a saving could be made to this Government 


in the manner of payment of this indemnity. 


But, Mr. Chairman, I hold also, that if it is | 


practicable to negotiate this payment, so as to 
save the sum, which | presume can be saved to 
the Government, and at the same time accommo- 


date Mexico, it is the bounden duty of this Gov- | 


ernment to do it. My understanding was, during 
the last Congress, that the Mexican Government 
desired the payment to be made to them otherwise 
than through this channel by which it was pro- 
posed to be made. I presume, if you look into 
the facts of the case, you will find that the Mex- 
ican Minister, then in the city of Washington, 


protested against the payment of the indemnity in | 


the manner proposed. 


fore by these British bankers and Corcoran & 
Riggs. Thatis a matter with which J have noth- 
ing to do; but there is one point of view in which 
It was con- 


1 shall not stop, sir, to | 
|| inquire into the amount which was made hereto- | 


tended by the Committee of Ways and Means of | 


the last Congress, and by you, sir, as one of that 
committee, and also by my honorable colleague, 
[Mr. Bayxy,] then chairman of the Committee of 


Congress had no right thus to negotiate the pay- 
ment, without another treaty. Now, Mr. Chair- 
man, | dg not profess to be versed in constitutional 


| Ways and Means, and perhaps by others, that | 


law,nor do | profess to be versed in laws growing | 


out of treaty obligations and stipulations. But | 
do profess to know a little something about ordi- 
nary and common-place transactions. 


Sir, will | 


you tell me, or will my honorable colleague, or | 
any other member upon this floor, tell me, and | 


stake his reputation upon that issue, that if the 
Mexican Government, through her duly-consti- 
tuted agent in the city of Washington, indicates 


her purpose to receive the payment of the indem- || 


nity, or the amount due to her, from the legally- | 
constituted agent of the American Government, | 


and that a payment thus made at the instance of 


the Mexican Government, through the agency and | 
instrumentality of the Mexican Minister, would | 


not be valid in law? 
is entertained. Now, with due regard to the 
opinion of my colleague, [Mr. Bayty,| and others, 


American people, as a practical, plain, common- 


I know that such an opinion | 


Jan. 20, 


SUgveRiea 
| without any other treat SS ested, 


7 i will give the fent 
my opinion. I have no question of the 
Congress, if they shall see proper, 
to the mode and manner of making 
_T have no question but Congress has the pow 
to direct the President in the manner the pay ’ 
shall be made, if they shall see fit so to act” 
position I took was, that unless some rentle 
will say that the President of the United ;, 
or the authority making the payment, has de 
so improperly, corruptly, or fraudently, we hay 
nothing to do with the manner of payment W. 
ought to do our duty by passing the appropriatio 
and leave to the Executive the responsjhyi : 
which, under the law, rests upon him, in coal 
ting fairly the laws passed by Congress. | ha,, 
no doubt about the power of Congress, Chaent 
are talked about without there being anythins 
brought forward, anything tangible. If the per 
tleman will say that the President or Secretary A 
State are guilty of fraud or corruption, they itis 
not only in the power of Congress, but the duty 
of Congress, to control their action. y 
Mr.McMULLIN. Thechairman of the Com. 
| mittee of Ways and Means has conceded a |jti\, 
more than I expected he would have done hes 
still he desires that some gentleman shall com 
forward and do—what? Charge that thereis cor. 
ruption or impropriety on the part of the Execy. 
tive Department of the Government. Can the 
chairman of Ways and Means tell me that tha; 
is the duty of every member of this House, unless 
they are satisfied that corruption really exists} 
| No, sir; but any member of this House has the 
right to ask that payment of the indemnity shal 
be made differently than that proposed by the Ry. 
| ecutive, if it shall go to the saving to the Goverp. 
ment of the United States of a large amount of 
money, without charging corruption, 
Mr. HOUSTON. With the permission of the 
gentleman from Virginia, | will say this much 
further in illustration of.the position I have taken— 
that if the President of the United States, in the 
| execution of the law which we may pass for ap. 

propriation, shall fail to protect the Government 
of the United States and all its interests in making 
that payment, or if he shall put it into the power, 
by the manner in which the indemnity is paid, of 
the bankers of this country, of Rnglend, or of 
France, or anywhere else, to impose upon Mexi- 
co, then I say he has not na properly in the 
discharge of his duty. That is what I meen. If 


leman 
© power of 
to instruct ag 
this payment 


Ment 
The 
May 


done 


Ut 


| the case is presented, that the President of the 
who differ with me upon this subject, 1 undertake | 


to say that if you submit this question to the | 


sense people—and this being a common-sense | 


view of this question—they would decide that if 
the payment had been thus made, there would 
have been the end of it. 
saults made upon my colleague (Mr. Bayty] 
through the newspapers, I have nothing to do. 


I now desire, Mr. Chairman, to address myself || 


more particularly to the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, [Mr. Hovsron.] 
sire that gentleman and his committee to investi- 
gate this point in the case. 


In reference to the as- |! 


I de- | 


United States could have saved by a different 
mode of payment, or that he could now save any 
amount of money to the Treasury which he other- 
wise would let go into the hands of private indi- 
viduals or companies, or has made his arrange- 
ments understandingly so as to enable Mexico to 
be fleeced by American citizens or others, then 
the President of the United States has not dis- 
charged his duty. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Well, Mr. Chairman, 
such have been the charges preferred against the 
President of the United States outside of this 


|| House through the papers, and also against the 


Has the American | 


Congress the authority, by the sanction of the | 


Mexican Government, and her legal agent and 


representative here, the right to direct how this | 


payment shall be made? 
this subject we are met my my ‘honorable col- 


the case: If you undertake to direct the payment 
of this indemnity otherwise than as provided for 
by the treaty stipulations, you will throw a re- 
sponsibility upon an irresponsible source. 
other words, it was contended, as it is contended 
now, that the Executive Department of this Gov- 


In the investigation of | 


Cabinet, who are concerned in this matter. It de- 
mands investigation. 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida. I will ask the gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. ed to state 


by whom these charges have been made here to 


) rabl | justify the action of this House. 
league [Mr. Bayry] and others with this view of | 


Mr. McMULLIN. I did not state that they 
_had been made upon the floor of the House o! 
| Representatives, but I stated they have been pre- 


| ferred in the newspapers. 


In | 


ernment, as the treaty-making power, must see to | 


the payment of this money. 


agree to receive this indemnity by means of any 
other agent or agents than Corcoran & Riggs, 


and those British bankers, by which the Mexican | 
Government shall save one or two hundred thou- |) 
| sand dollars, and the American Government some 
sixty or eighty thousand dollars, whether it is not || 
| competent, without calling for another treaty, thus 


to provide for the payment of the money? To 
my mind it is competent for the Government te 


y- Now, [ ask the || 
gentleman at the head of the Committee of Ways || 
and Means, if the Mexican Government shall |! 
| rived at. 


Mr. DISNEY. With the permission of the 
gentleman from Virginia, I would like to address 
a word to the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, [Mr. Hovsron.]} 

Mr. McMULLIN. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. DISNEY. As I understand it, this whole 
affair is simple in its character and easily to be ar 
harges have been made in the public 
prints of this city, that while the Mexican Gov- 
ernment, through its accredited Minister here, 
expressed its willingness and desire to have this 
money paid here upon the draft of the Mexican Gov- 
ernment, and thus to consult at once the wishes, 
| interest, and policy of the Mexican Government 
/as well as the pecuniary interest of the United 

States, it was the pleasure of the Executive De 
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nartment to make different arrangements. Now, 
ching could be easier than to arrive at correct 
“fyemation in reference to the truth or falsity of 
Sa charges; and I now suggest it to the chair- 
ad of the Committee of Ways and Means, that 
aaidiat the adoption of a forma! resolution by the 
that upon his own motion he go to the 
cecretary of State, and inquire into the actual 
facts connected with this matter, and then, being 
wrggessed of all information, he can stand upon 
# foor of the House, and meet all of these state- 
ments with official and authoritative information. 
it will, perhaps, be said, as it in point of fact has 
hoy stated, that Mr. Webster has already made 
the statement. I do not so understand it. By a 
eareful reading of the reply of Mr. Webster in 
eonnection with the allegation, ge will find that 
it does not meet the charge. f the charges be 
rue,that written reply and formal communication 
of the Secretary of State was an evasion of the in- 
ogiry. 1 repeat, then, that it is easy to find out 
the truth of all these matters. Do not let gentle- 
men stand up without any-authority or informa- 
tion of the actual facts. But, as I have said, let 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means go and possess himself directly, immedi- 
ately,and personally, with regard to them. I make 
the suggestion. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


The suggestion of the gen- 


deman from Ohio [Mr. Disney] is so very singular | 


it is proper that I should respond to it. That gen- 
jleman, as | understand, was a member of the last 
Congress when this difficulty grewup. I amsure 
that heis too observant a member and too intelli- 
gent a gentleman to let anything pass of this kind 
without himself knowing as much in regard to it 
ssany other member of this body. Then I ask, 
Mr. Chairman, why it is that he has not presented 
to the House of Representatives a resolution call- 
ing for this information? It cannot be expected, 
because such has not been the custom—such is in 
conflict with the usages of this House—that I 
should go, upon My own mere motion, and pri- 
yately obtain information which this House was 


desirous of possessing—information which was to || 


sustain or defeat the grave charges or insinua- 
tions against a high public functionary of the 
Government. The universal rule has been to make 
your call for it. The gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Bayy] states that the call has been made and 
answered; and my friend from Ohio [Mr. Dis- 
wey] says that it 1s a practical evasion. Then, if 
it be true that it was an evasion upon the part of 
the Secretary of State, that he did not fairly and 
frankly respond to the call of the House at the 
last session of Congress, how easy would it be for 
my friend from Ohio, or for any other member 
who believes that corruption exists, or that impro- 
priety has been practiced upon the part of the 
President of the United States, or his Secretary, 
to frame a resolution to meet the evasions, and to 
get the information in that way? In order to ob- 
tain official information in a different way, I must 
go upon my own mere private responsibility, and 
then make a statement to the House of my recol- 
lection of what the Secretary of State might tell 
me. It might be that | would misunderstand him, 
or itmight be that he would misunderstand me, 
and in that way discrepancies would arise. Now 
the House have the authority to call upon any De- 


partment of the Government for that knowledge; | 


and if the information is called for in the right 
manner, the President of the United States and 
the Secretary of State are bound to respond to the 
call. In that way the information touching this 
most important subject can be officially laid before 
the House, If the gentleman chooses to present 
a resolution of that sort, or any other gentleman, | 
shall go for its adoption. , 

Mr. DISNEY. The honorable chairman of the 


Committee of Ways and Means talks about the | 


singwar suggestion I made to him. Now, one word 
by way of explanation, in order to ascertain upon 
which side the singularity is. Why, sir, that gen- 
Yeman is chairman of a committee in this House, 
whose bounden duty it is to report no appropriation 
for the action and sanction of this House until, as 
the chairman of that committee, he satisfies himself 
that the appropriation is just and proper, and 
should be made in the manner desired. Who, 
then, is singular—the chairman, for evading the 
charge imposed upon him by our organization and 
the rules, the practice and usage of the House; 
orme, for suggesting to him that he should eon- 
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: ap j 
form to his duty upon the present occasion? Why | 


does the gentieman make this particular case an 
exception to the general rule which governs him 
in regard to all of the items of appropriation which 
he reports to the House in the various appropria- 
tion bills? Why not inquire into this in the same 
way that he inquires into all the other items of 
appropriation he presents and asks this House to 
sanction, that he may be enabled to stand up be- 
fore the House and satisfy it that the &ppropria- 
tion is right? Who, then, is singular in this re- 
gard? He says you can, and why do you not, 
offer a resolution calling this information particu- 
larly before the House? I have heretofore en- 
deavored to obtain information on this subject. I 
stated in my remarks a few moments ago that 
there was no necessity for a resolution—no need 
for any formal thing of the kind, but that the 
chairman could go to the Secretary of State, upon 
his own motion, and obtain a correct statement of 
the facts. It is his bounden duty to inquire into 
these matters. ‘There was no impropriety in the 
suggestion that Imade. In the regular discharge 
of his duty he would have obtained the informa- 
tion, dispensing with the necessity of theadoption 
of any resolution by the action of this House. It 
is a duty imposed upon him toask for that inform- 
ation, and also to post himself up in regard to 
everything connected with it. Outside rumor is 
sufficiently plausible to give reasonable cause for 
inquiry. The gentleman has doubtless read the 
charges in the public prints of the city, and yet 
we are asked to pass that bill, without making any 
inquiry at all. But { will come back to the gen- 
eral question—to the advice which I suggested to 
the gentleman. He asks why do notl offer a res- 
olution? To satisfy the gentleman, I will offer a 
resolution. If he cannot discharge the duty with- 
out a resolution, he shall have it. He says that 
I was a member of the last Congress, when this 
matter was up. Sol was. I acted then as 1 do 
now. I endeavored then to have the matter in- 
quired into, and the requisite information brought 
before the House, but from some cause I failed. 
The facts are as I have stated. Enough has 
been said out of doors about this matter to put 
this House upon the inquiry; and this House and 
the chairman of the Committee of Waysand Means 
will not be true to themselves and the interests 
of the country, unless they make this inquiry, no 


|| matter how high the name or the authority of those 


who will stand in opposition to it. Now let me 
say here, that the gentleman. misunderstood me 
when he says I make charges or express any be- 
lief in regard to the matter. I make none. I 
| know not whether they are true or false; but this 

I do know, that these charges have been made so 
publicly—have been stated, iterated, and reiterated 
| through the city, until the time has come when a 

regard for the character of the House and the in- 
| terests of the country, and for the character of the 
persons interested in these charges, demand that 
an inquiry should be made. And I trust, if it can- 
not be arrived at in any other way, that this House 
will, by a formal resolution, direct the inquiry to 
be made and the facts to be laid before it. I re- 
| peat, let the chairman of the Committee of Ways 

and Means be induced to make the inquiry, with- 
| out the formal action of the House instructing him 
todo it. It is his bounden duty to do it, without 
the special direction of the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Ohio 
| [Mr. Disney] seems to have received the impres- 
| sion that 1 gave him advice, or attempted to do so. 
| Why, sir, he is greatly mistaken. I never con- 
| sidered myself competent, and I shall not be so 
| presumptuous as to undertake a task of that sort. 
| The gentleman forgot himself—he gave me that 
| 
| 


| 
\| advice. He told me that I did not possess the in- 
!| formation, and he also told me how 1 ought to get 
| it. The gentleman says that I ought to have a 
knowledge of the correctness of the appropriation 
| 1 propose to make and the manner in which it 
|| should be made, before | ask the House to vote 
Let us see whether I possess 


Here I 


the appropriation. 
the proper knowledge upon that subject. 


an installment due to Mexico in May next, By 
reference to the treaty, I find that we are bound to 

that money. By reference to the same treaty, 
= that we are bound to pay $185,000 as the 


interest upon the installment. So one question of 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Diswey) has an 


| 
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due,and ought to be paid. 
United States proposes in any particular way to 
pay it which this House condemns, or questions, 
or desires to examine into, then let the House in- 
dicate it, and the terms of the payment shall be 
brought before the House, and the House then 
can see whether the proposition is a correct one 
or not—whether the proposed mode of payment 
is correct or not. \ 
Means had nothing before them showing how the 
payment was proposed to be made. 
proposition, either to Congress or the country, that 
reached the Committee of Ways and Means, by 
which they were informed whether the payment 
was to be made through one house or another, or 
directly by the Secretary of the ‘Treasury to Mex- 
ico, 
any more than they did. 
the appropriation bill precisely as the treaty, 
which 1s the highest law of the land, required it 
should be done, and that appropriation is now be- 
fore you. 
go and obtain the information; and he seems to 
have referred very frequently to the fact that I 
said his suggestion was to mea singular one. I 
certainly said, not out of any improper spirit or 
feeling at all, that I thought it was singular; and 
I think I will convince my friend from Ohio that 
it is a very sincular fact, if he will but hear me. 
He says he called upon the Secretary of State at 
the last Congress for this information, and although 
he had 
the information from the President of the United 
States, yet he bravely tells this 
the call was refused, and it was evaded by the 
Secretary of State. ; 
friend from Ohio, (Mr. Disney,] suppose the Sec- 
retary of State evaded a response to a call of this 
House, made upon him im due form, would it be 
more likely he would communicate the information 
to me personally than to the House? 
under the law, by his official duty, whenever an 
application 1s made to him, to respond solemnly 
to the cal] made upon him. 


State had evadtd answering the call. 
the charge had been made, and that the response 
to it Was an evasion. 


he referred toa charge of that sort. 
an intimation, that upon our part we are not satis- 
fied. 
committee an utter impossibility. 
before the House, by instruction of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, the bill proposing to make 
the appropriation which ts required of us by the 
treaty with Mexico. 
formation that the committee could be pogsessed 
of; and if any other information is to be obtained 
it should be upon a call of the House. 
tleman desires it, I will go as far as any other gen- 
tleman in an effort to bring the information before 
the House. 


ask the House to appropriate $3,180,000 to pay | 








ere 


House the way in which the payment is proposed 
to be made. How is this payment proposed to be 
made? 
I should like him to tell us, if he undertakes to 
say how it should be made, upon what terms the 
payments are to be made. I 
give us all the minutie in regard to these pay- 
ments. 
except from the statements of the gentleman that 
it was to be made through certain houses, and 
that other houses had proposed to make the pay- 
ment. 
the information as far as my appropriation bill is 
coneerned. : rt 


Does the gentleman from Ohio know? 


should like him to 


I have never heard how it was to be made 


So, then, I think, this house possesses all 


It finds an appropriation of money is 
If the President gi the 


The Committee of Ways and 


‘There was no 


Hence the committee could not have done 
The committee reported 


Ah, but the gentleman says I ought to 


the House to sustain him in the call for 


HLiouse now that 


Well, then, let me say to my 


He is bound 


Mr. DISNEY. 


I did not say the Secretary of 
I said that 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


The gentleman from Ohio 


declares he did not say that the Secretary had 
evaded answering the call, but that the charges 
had been 
this, I am sure, that he made the cal) and failed. 


made. My friend from Ohio did say 


Mr. DISNEY. 


I said that I made an effort to 


vet the information. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


A resolution was passed and 


sent to the Secretary of State, and that resolution 
was responded to. But the gentleman from Ohio 
has more than intimated that the Secretary of State 
evaded, intentionally, a manly, frank, and honest 
response to that call. 


Mr. DISNEY. I said that the charge was made. 


I disclaim endorsing the charge. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


I am aware of that, when 
It is certainly 


So then I am endeavoring to present to this 
I have brought 


And we have zot all the in- 


If the gen- 


Mr. McMULLIN. The fact of my having 


answer. But he says | ought to beable to tell the || yielded the floor to gentlemen on either side has 


7 
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been of great service to me, and to this House. I 
think it is now perfectly evident that this subject 
must be investigated. [ must be permitted to say 
to the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, that he has furnished me with evidence 
sufficient to satisfy my mind that if he willdischarge 
his duty faithfully—as I have no doubt he will— 
as chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, he will investigate this subject. I hold 
that it is not necessary that this investigation shall 
come before the committee by a formal resolution. 
No, sir, I concur fully with the view taken by the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Disney,] that if the 
Committee of Ways and Means, having to provide 
for the payment of this indemnity, shall be of the 
opinion that there has been an abuse of power on 
the part of the Executive of this Government, it is 
their high and solemn duty to investigate the mat- 
ter, and report the facts to this House and country. 
Yes, sir; and I tell the head of this committee, that 
unless they now investigate this subject—the mat- 
ter having taken this direcuon—he will be held 
responsible by his constituents and the country. 
W hat is the view of this case as now presented ? 
A member upon this floor rises in his place and 
tells the House and the country, that there have 
been charges preferred against the Executive of 
this Government, in regard to the payment of the 
late indemnity. Here is another bill proposing to 
pay a further indemnity; and in the payment of 
which there may be saved a large amount of money 
to this Government, and yet do justice to the op- 
pressed sister Republic of Mexico, If these 
charges, as preferred against the Executive of this 
Government through the newspapers of the coun- 
try, are to be relied upon, Mexico has been most 
fraudulently and shamefully imposed upon. I say 


if these charges preferred against the Executive of 


this Government, in connection with the Roths- 
childs, the Barings, and Messrs. Corcoran & 
Riggs, are well-founded, there has been palpable 
injustice done to the oppressed Government and 
people of Mexico. 

I hope the honorable chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means will not undertake to tell 
the House and country, that he is bound in good 
faith to carry out all the suggestions and recom- 
mendations of the Executive, whether right or 
wrong. I bee that gentleman to remember—and 
there are gentlemen upon this floor who will re- 
member—that in some of the campaigns recently 
come off, it was charged upon the Democratic 
party in the last House of Representatives, that 
if our appropriations were extravagant and enor- 
mously high, they were made by a Democratic 
Committee of Ways and Means. I beg that gen- 
tleman to remember, that while the present House 
is composed of a very large and overwhelm- 
ing majority of the Democratic party, the last 
House of Representatives could flot be said to be 
composed of a majority of either party. For cer- 
tainly, it will be recollected by every gentleman 
who is here present, neither party at the last Con- 
gress had a practical majority; and not withstand- 
ing that fact, in some of the States of the Union, 
the Democratic party were held responsible for 
the enormously extravagant appropriations of the 
last Congress, because of the fact that we had a 
Democratic Committee of Ways and Means. 
Now, I beg gentlemen upon this floor to remember, 
that one of the gentlemen from Maryland, [Mr. 
Bowre,} upon the other side of the hall, proposed 
to retrench the expenses of our Government, and 
he met a hearty response in his immediate neigh- 
borhood and upon our side of the House. Now, 
1 desire that we shall meet that gentleman; 
and the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Meansis placed in a position in which he may 
be able to effect much in retrenching and reform- 
ing the expenses of the Government. 

But | come back to the original question, Is this 
subject worthy of investigation? Ought it to be 
investigated? Is it not due to the country—due 
to the Government—due to Mr. Webster—due 
to the Mexican authorities—due to all the parties 
concerned, that there should be an investigation ? 
I do got mean to offer a resolution on the subject. I 
had intended to do so. I had a resolution pre- 
pared for the purpose of eliciting information upon 
the subject, but | now take the ground—and from 
that position I hope that the worthy chairman of 
the Ways and Means will not attempt to escape 
—that it is the duty of that committee, these 


charges having been preferred not only in the || 
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newspapers of the country but by the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Diswey,] from his place upon 
this floor, to investigate the matter. I call upon 
the committee to investigate it and see whether— 
even if there has not been corruption—there has 
not been, at least, a species of favoritism exer- 
cised. If 1 were allowed here to draw upon my 
very humble resources, and to speculate in refer- 
ence to the late transactions for the payment of 
this indefnnity, | think | could satisfy the House 
that if there has been no corruption, there has 
been something very like favoritism, or that has, 
at least, an awlul squinting towards it. 

I beg pardon of the committee for having: occu- 
pied so much of their time. I did not intend to 
do so, as L stated when I rose. My object is ac- 
complished by having called the attention of the 
House and of the country to the fact, that there 
was dissatisfaction in the last Congress and is now, 
and that an investigation is demanded. 

Mr. APPLETON, of Massachusetts, called for 
the reading of the President’s message and the ac- 
companying communication in reference to the 
subject before the committee. 

The Cierk read the communication, which is 
as follows: 

To the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States: 

I transmit to Congress a report from the Secre- 
tary of State, accompanied by a letter to him from 
the contractors for paying the instaliment of Mex- 
ican indemnity due on the 31st of May next, and 
respectfully invite attention to the subject. 

MILLARD FILLMORE. 

W asnineron, January 19, 1852. 

DEPARTMENT OF Strate, Jenuary 19, 1852. 
To the President of the United States: 

I lay before the President another letter from the con- 
tractors for the payment of the remaining installment due to 
Mexico under the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. 

This affair appears to have become urgent. The con- 
tractors would seem to have had a right to expect that the 
proper appropriation would have been made by Congress in 
such season as to have given them a reasonable time to have 
made arrangements for the fulfillment of their undertaking. 

For the last payment, which fell due on the 31st May last, 
an appropriation was made on the 25th day of September, 
1850, which gave time for the necessary arrangements. A 
bill for making an appropriation for the installment now to 
fall due in May next, passed the House of Representatives 
on the 26th day of February last, but failed to be considered 
in the Senate, as it is understood, for want of time. 

The honor of the country requires that provision should 
be made to meet this payment with punctuality ; and it is 
apparent that inconvenience and loss may probably ensue if 
the appropriation be longer delayed. 

- Respectfully submited : DANIEL WEBSTER. 
Boston, January 14, 1852. 

Sir: The undersigned had the honor to address to you 
on the 26th ultimo, a letter urging the importance of the im- 
mediate passage of the appropriation bill for the payment of 


the installment of the indemnity due to Mexico on the 3ist 
ot May next. 

In the remarks made in Congress when the bill was re- 
ported, they were alluded to in such a manner as makes it 
proper that they should state their position towards the pay- 
ment, in justice to themselves, and also that the passage of 
the bill, any delay in which may occasion great loss to the 
Government, should not be impeded by useless discussion. 

The undersigned had ceased to regard themselves as con- 


| tractors, as the delay that had occurred was such as to 


render it impossible for them to go on and make the pay- 
ment in the absence of such needful and timely appropri- 
ation, as was contemplated by both parties in making the 
contract, and without which its execution became imprac- 
ticable ; awaiting, however, the action of Congress, and the 
intentions of the Government, and prepared to aid in car- 
rying them out when occasion for their services should 
offer. In this position, and knowing from their own expe- 
rience the importance of tine to make the funds in Mexico, 
and the great loss to which the Government might be sub 

jected by prolonged delay, they addressed to you their letter 
of 26th ultimo, that the matter might have the attention of 
the Government. 

To show clearly the effect of this delay, and to prevent 
the possibility of any misconception as to their present posi- 
tion, the undersigned beg to ask your attention to the fol- 
lowing statement of the result of the last payment made by 
them. 

To make the required funds, their agent proceeded to 
Mexico in October, and was occupied from that time until 
June following, in disposing of his exchange on England, 


France, and the United States, and was finally obliged to | 


borrow three hundred thousand dollars on his bills, to be 
negotiated afterward, in order to complete the payment on 
the 3lstof May. Thus it took pine months to draw the 
bills without depressing the marKet so as to make a loss. 
The result of this immense exchange opération with all 
its attendant risks, was a profit of about one per cent. on 
the amount, and the contractors made no other profit except 
what resulted from loaning a portion of their own funds 
(not advanced by the United States) to the Government of 
Mexico, and to merchants in Mexico, at the current rates 
ot interest. Adding the interest received for their own 
money, to the profit on the exchange, as stated above, the 
net result was a division of three and one third per cent. 
among the three contracting houses. This comprises the 
whole of their profits direct or indirect in connection with 
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|| the business. The United States Government 
|| payment to the contractors, except in rei; 
| payments made by them in Mexico, from the 
and on presentation of duly-authenticated rec; 
ington. Nor were any moneys received by the eo 
|| from the Government prior to the first of March on 
| last payment of about two millions of dollars wags : Nd the 
to them until the 27th Junie last, so that in fact tae” 
of payments to them fell about 15th of May. 
You will perceive that the accumulation of funds w) 
required last year nine months for its completion “ 
now be made in the short space of time that remains \ a 
loss to the Government, and Congress ought to ),.- 
aware of the responsibility it assumes by increas); be 
delay which may render compliance with the treaty 2 . 
lations a matter of great loss. These difficuities y, oon 
| gently represented by the undersigned at the time to...” 
priation bill was pending at the last session. = 
It will be perceived from the foregoing, that tho, 
tractors made all their payments in Mexico out of the. 
funds, and were afterwards reimbursed in the Unit 
ata date averaging the 15th of May, and the last a d lar 
payment by the United States to the contractors of pws. 
lions of dollars was not made until the 27th of June, yew 
one month after they had paid the full installment tw M a 
Any statements that have been made in regard to », 
at variance with the above facts, or implicating they, 
way in the purchase of bonds for the purpose of specyiay, 
on the payment, or any other indirect transaction wig, 
are an entire fabrication. No consideration woul) ja: 
induced them to depart from the full performance of ey, 
thing implied in the strict interpretation of their undertakings 
We have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, ~ 
obedient servants, 
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To the Hon. Dante, Wersrer, Secretuy of State, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, moved to aineni 
the bill by adding thereto the following: 

And that said sum be paid over to the proper autho 
ties of Mexico by the Secretary of the Treasury of ty 
United States under the supervision of the President 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I haye py 
arisen with a purpose to prolong this debate, by 
indulging in either the attack upon or defence ¢ 
the honorable Secretary of State, but, if it wer 
possible by my suggestions to do so, to secure iy 
termination at once by coming to a vote upon t 


the 


bil. 
I respectfully submit to those who seem intent 
| upon an assault on the Secretary of State, thy 
this is not the proper time or occasion for the ex. 
ecution of their determination. Itis not the prope 
| place for criticism upon his conduct, even in the 
| particular transaction of the payment of the Ma. 
ican indemnity. The House is not in possession 
of facts to indicate the position of Mexico, in re 
+ gard to this affair of the indemnity. 

At an early stage of the last Congress a bil 
was presented, to appropriate for the paymentd 
3,500 ,000—the installment due in 1851, under the 
treaty of Hidalgo—and it was then said that Gen- 
eral Taylor’s administration had signified a willing: 
ness to meet that and the rest of the installmens, 
by accepting drafts of the Mexican Government, 
drawn for the several installments, payable at the 
city of New York. It was said that the Herren 
administration, of which General Arista was 4 
member, desired to have the use of the money, 0 
advance of the day of payment, because the fea 
was entertained that a revolution impended which 
would, in all probability, break out at the period 

| of the presidential election in Mexico. It was 
said that Mexico wanted to transfer her busines 
| from the hands of British capitalists into the hands 
of American capitalists, with the view of nurtuntg 
credit and fostering friendship here, instead of ® 
London. I thought then, and yet think, that# 
would be generous and magnanimous on our pat 
to make these payments in such form and manne 
as would be most agreeable to Mexico; providel 
it is safe and just to our own country. ‘The trealy 
stipulates the payment of each installment “in ® 
city of Mezxico.’’ Has Mexico signified to 
Government, through the usual and accredited 
channel, any desire for the change in the place of 
ayment? Has Mexico, as a government, tlirouz! 
Ce departments which have the power to mo! 
the terms of treaties and to change her laws, eve! 
yet signified to this Government a proposilien” 
make the change suggested? Have the dralis * 
luded to been presented, or has any form 
acquittance of this Government under the tre’! 
been submitted for the consideration of the Exec 
tive of this Republic? It will not be enough &* 
the President and Cabinet of Mexico have desired 
the acceptance of drafts for the amount of the 
stallment. They have no power to bind thet 
| country to the modification, or to release wus iro" 
\| our obligations under the treaty. But, Mr 
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cneaker, it will be perceived that I speak of the 
 notts which we heard last year, of what had been 
ports 


a respective wishes and concessions of the Mex- 
~ and American Administrations. Neither of 
yan ¢ ; 


the then existing Administrations now hold power. 
What is now—to-day—the attitude of the Mexi- 
eqn Government In regard to the payment of the 
-stallment falling due in 1852? : 

I understand that the charge against Mr. W eb- || 
ster is, that, immediately upon his accession to 
the office of Secretary of State—disregarding the 
committals of the former Secretary, and without 
the slightest respect to the wishes of a neighbor- 
ing power and with a most ungraceful haste, he | 
transferred the business of making these pay- 
ments, under the treaty, to certain capitalists— 
Rritish bankers, if you choose—thus evincing his 
yer disregard of true national policy, and his 
overweening desire to promote the — inter- 
ests of himself and his friends. But, sir, this 
charge, whether true or false, can throw no light 
gpon the question as to the present views of Mex- 
ico in regard to the installment now becoming due. 
We cannot learn, by discussing Mr. Webster’s 
conduct in making the arrangement complained 
of, whether Mexico now wishes the $3,700,000, 
jue in May, to be paid in New York or in Mex- 
ico, and whether Mexico is now making, in form, 
any application to this Government upon the sub- 
‘ct, The money is to be paid in May: the treaty 
‘stipulates that it is to be paid in the city of Mex- 
ico, The money cannot be obtained until Con- 
gress passes this bill. It will require time to make 
the arrangements for exchange, so as to lace so 
jae a sum in the. city of Mexico without de- 
ranging business. We cannot possibly acquire 
any material assistance in the discharge of our 
plain duty in the premises, by spending hours 
and days in discussing whether the Secretary of 
State acted properly in arranging as he did for the 
payment of the last installment. 

J understand that the arrangement or contract 
which he entered into (subject of course to ratifi- 
cation by Congress) covered all the installments to 
become due after the date of said arrangement. 
| understood this from the debate of last year. 
Whether rightfully or wrongfully acting, the Sec- 
cretary took the responsibility of making the ar- 
rangement in advance of the passage of the law, 
and under that contract the installment of 1851 
was paid. Now, after our Government had, pro- 
tanto, determined upon our line of conduct, am I to 
understand that Mexico yet wants the remaining 
installment to be paid in the city of New York 
upon our acceptance? Is any one here ready to 
say that this is the attitude of Mexico now before 
the Government of the United States? The anti- 
cipated revolution in Mexico did not occur. Aris- 
ta went into power without any trouble. Time 
has so nearly brought to maturity the installment 
due in May, 1852, that it would seem impossible 
for Mexico to derive any advantage from the pe- 
culiar manner of making the payment or the place 
where made. After the expression of our deter- 
mination to pay at Mexico, according to the treaty, 
I inagine that Mexico has scarely continued to ap- 
ply for our acceptance at New York even conceding 
that she ever did so apply formally. In making 
the arrangement for the payment, in advance 
of the passage of the law, the Secretary of State 
may have committed an unpardonable error, or he 
may stand justified by a plea of necessity from 
want of time. This is not the proper time or oc- 
casion to investigate the propriety of his conduct. 

Our duty is simple ia plain. The treaty stip- 
ulates the payment of $3,700,000 in May next. 
The Executive calls our attention to this matter, 
and our Committee of Ways and Means brings 
ina bill appropriating the money. This done, the 
rest will remain with the Executive Department. 
lt is understood that the arrangement under which 
the last installment was paid also covers the pay- 
ment of this installment—that the Secretary of 
State made but the single arrangement and that 
extended to the whole of the payments to be 
made under the treaty. Shall we undertake to 
alter the manner in which this contract, already 
partially executed, is to be carried out, or shall we 
permit the Executive to pay according to the treaty, 
we affording the means, and then hold the Exec- 
utive to a just responsibility before the country for 
the fidelity and skill with which the duty shall have 
been discharged? Itseems to me that all this de- 
bate about the wishes of Mexico, and about the 
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. - , ty 
conduct of Mr. Webster, is out of place. 


question was substantially decided in 1850. 
whole subject-matter is foregone. 

But there will be ‘a time when gentlemen who 
desire to discuss the conduct of Mr. Webster will 
have an opportunity. A memorial has been re- 
ferred to a committee of this House—the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary—upon the consideration 


The 
The 


| of which the propriety of the conduct of that gen- 


tleman in this matter, and in regard to other affairs 
of a public nature, interesting and important, will 
necessarily pass in review before the House and 
the country. The information can by that time 
be procured in full, to enable the Elouse to pro- 
nounce its judgment upon the conduct of that 
public functionary, when his friends will have the 
opportunity to meet the issue fairly with his foes. 
At present, gentlemen are premature In their 
assaults on the Secretary of State; and on a 
proper consideration of the question presented by 
this bill, 1 hope it will appear that we are use-* 
lessly consuming precious time in an extra diseus- 
sion, all of which will be hereafter repeated. | 
advise gentlemen to save their ammunition for the 
proper occasion. Itis confessed that the informa- 


| tion is not before us upon which these assaults 
| are to be justified. 


There is no gentleman upon 
this floor who can say that Mexico is now an ap- 
plicant before this Government for any favor, or 
for any change as to the time and place of paying 
the money to which this billrelates. No one here 
can say that Mexico will now permit us to pay the 
remaining installments elsewhere than is stipulated 
| by the treaty. No one here will rise in his place 
| and indorse any charge against the Secretary of 
State, impugning the propriety of his conduct in 
| regard to this transaction. This business de- 
mands our action—our instant action. It does 
| seem to me, under these circumstances, that we 
| had best proceed to pass the bill making the ap- 
propriation, so as to have the money paid under 
the treaty and according to the treaty. If it shall 
| hereafter appear that the arrangements for the 
| payments have secured a loss to us, or have ef- 
fected any imposition upon a weak neighbor, let 
the Executive take the responsibility, and we may 
in the discharge of our proper functions pronounce 
our judgment, condemning the course of the Ex- 
ecutive or lending to it our expression of appro- 
| bation. 
| One additional remark as: to the amendment of- 
| fered, or indicated by the gentleman from ‘Tennes- 
see, [Mr. Jounson,] and I[ shall have done. A 
| similar amendment was offered to the bill of 1850, 
providing for the payment of the installment due 
in 1851. -I voted for it then, because I preferred 
| that the Secretary of the Treasury should pay out 
| the public money, and did not clearly perceive 
why the payment should be intrusted to the Sec- 
retary of State. The House decided then, that 
the Executive should not be controlled in the dis- 
tribution of these duties to his heads of depart 
| ments, but might, upon his own responsibility, 
confide the payment to the Secretary of State, or 
| the Secretary of the Treasury. It was then known 
that the Secretary of State would negotiate the ar- 
rangement for the payment. If we now reverse 
| the determination of the Thirty-first Congress, by 
| directing the Secretary of the Treasury to make 
| future payments, and so discharge the Secretary 
of State therefrom, we shall by that act stain the 
reputation of Mr. Websteras a public officer, and 
'as aman. I shall not, by any act of mine, so 
directly inflict an injury upon the reputation of 
any man, and surely I shall not under the cir- 
cumstances here presented, and after what has 
| transpired in conection with the conduct of Mr. 
Webster tovching these installments. I thought 
| we had best commence, where the gentleman’s 
| amendment proposes we shall now go. I voted 
| accordingly, but with no bias upon my mind, and 
| no desire by that vote to reflect upon any one. 
| Were the circumstances the same, [| should so 
| vote again. But the circumstances, as I have 
| shown, are radically different. When the Secre- 
| tary of State was assailed here, in the last session, 
| this question was much in the state in which it is 
| now presented, and it will be remembered that the 
House, by a very decisive vote, refused to trans- 
| fer the duty of making the payment to the Secre- 
|| tary of the Treasury, or to order the substitute 
|| which contemplated the acceptance of the drafts. 
|| These circumstances render it still more difficult 
i} now to interfere with the Executive in determin- 


| from Kentucky, that it would be an 
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ing the functionary who shall make these pay- 
ments. " me 

Therefore, in the absence of any knowledge of 
the exact desire now entertained by the Mexican 
Government in regard to the place and manner 
of our meeting the remaining installments, and un- 
willing ever to censure any man unless | am cer- 
tain that my duty compels it, lam willing to vote 
for the passage of this bill. If it shall be found 
hereafter that loss has occurred, or that wrong has 
been done, or frauds have paved the way for spec- 
ulation through the instrumentality of these pub- 
lic transactions, | shall be ready, without the 
slightest regard to party ties or ‘political affilia- 
tions, to mark my condemnation in the most pub- 
lic manner upon the guilty. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I concur most fully in the 
opinion expressed by the gentleman from Ken 
tucky, that this question is presented to us pre- 
maturely. In the first place, even if there has been 
wrong done, there ts no pretension that the money 
which has heretofore been appropriated for the 
purpose of complying with the terms of the treaty 
of Guadalupe Hidalgo, has been diverted from 
that purpose; nor is there any apprehension that 
this appropriation will be diverted from the pur 
pose for which we intend it. It cannot be doubted 
that there is a necessity that this money be 
speedily appropriated, in order that the terms of 
the treaty may be comphed with, without loss o1 
expense to the Government. ‘The true course is, 
to pass this bill and let the money be applied, and 
then if gentlemen think that there has been corrupt 
and improper conducton the part of the Secretary 
of State, let them come forward and institute an 
investigation; but we ought not, for the purpose of 
investigating a supposed charge against a high 
officer of the Government, to stay 


shall 


the necessary 
proceedings to Carry out this important treaty 
Now there is no apprehension that loss can occu 
to the Government by making this poyment 
through the Secre tary of State, and afte rwards in 
vestigating his conduct, if necessary; while, ther 
is great danger that if we delay the appropriation 
for the purpose of making be forehand such an ir 
vestigation into his conduct, loss will occur to the 
Government. 

Now, one word in reference to the amendment 
of the gentleman from Tennessee, to take the cor 
trol of this payment from the Secretary of State 
and give it to the Secretary of the Treasury 
Aside from the suggestion made by the gentleman 
implied cer 
sure on the Secretary of State, before an investi ra 
tion, I ask what officer of the Government ought 
to carry out this treaty? Does it belong to the 
Secretary of State, or to the Secretary of the 
Treasury ? ‘The payment of this money is tocom 
ply with the terms of a treaty. Has the Secretary 
of the Treasury anything to do with the ne rotia- 
tion, or in the execution of a treaty? No, sir; 
this properly devolves upon the Secretary of State 
Why will you, then, without any previous inve 
tigation, take this duty from the officer upon whom 
it properly devolves, the officer who has charge of 
our foreign relations, and give it to another officer, 
who has not usually had, and never ought to have, 
any control over such matters? It belongs to the 
Secretary of State, as the organ of this Government 

in Its intercourse with foreign nations, and not to 
the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, (interposing.) 
The gentleman says that the Secretary of the 
| Treasury has never had charge of matters of 
this sort. I desire to ask that gentleman whethera 
former Secretary of the Treasury—Mr. Walker— 
did not provide for the payment of one of these 
installments? 

Mr. DUNHAM, (resuming.) I do not know 
but it may have been as the gentleman suggests. 

Sut what I wish to say is, that it is a duty that 
properly belongs to the Secretary of State; and no 
matter what has been the course taken heretofore, 
if itis a duty which devolves properly upon that 
officer, it should be discharged by him. The 
duties of the Government are divided. They are 
executive and legislative. Now, all that this 
House is called upon to do in relation to this mat- 
ter is, in the proper discharge of their functions 
as the legislative branch of the Government, to 
appropriate the money necessary to enable the 
Executive to discharge his duty in executing the 
law, that is, in complying with the treaty, for 
| there is practically no difference in these terms 
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The treaty is a Jaw—a national law, and it de- || weare called upon to appropriate the money neces- 


volves upon the Zxecutive to see that this law 
shall be properly executed. And when we step 
out of our own legitimate sphere of action and 
undertake to dictate what officer shall discharge a 
particular duty belonging to the executive depart- 
ment of the Government, we at once relieve the 
Executive from all responsibility connected with 
the discharge of that duty and take it upon our- 
selves. If we undertake to dictate what officer 
shall make the payment of this money, I ask 
with what face can we go back to the President 
and call upon him for explanation in relation to 
it? How can we hold him responsible if the 
money shall be misapplied? He will turn upon us 
and say, ‘lam not responsible, because you 
yourselves pointed out the officer who should dis- 
charge this duty and the manner in which it 
should be discharged; this officer, and not myself, 
is responsible to you; he is your agent, not mine.”’ 
Now, | am for holding the Executive responsible. 
The treaty stipulations must be carried out, and I 
am for appropriating the money hecessary to 
carry it into effect, and then hold the Executive 
responsible for its faithful execution. 

If gentlemen, then, suppose that these means 
have been improperly employed—if they suppose 
that this law has not been properly carried into 
execution, let them come here and prefer their 
charges before this House, and let the matter be 
investigated. 

[ will say one word in reference to the duty of 
the Committee of Ways and Means in reference 
to these charges; and perhaps it is not necessary to 
say even a word upon that subject, for | think the 
chairman of thatcommittee has amply vindicated the 
course we have pursued in reference to this matter. 
W hat are the duties of that committee? Is it their 
duty to investigate all the charges which may have 


been made against the executive officers of the | 


Government? Our duty is to provide the means 
necessary, according to law, for carrying on the 
Government, and then to see that those means are 
properly applied in accordance with the law. But 
is it supposed by any gentleman upon this floor 
that this money will not be applied in accordance 


with the law of the land, and in accordance with 


our treaty obligations? By those treaty obliga- 
tions we are to pay to Mexico a certain amount of 
money. j 
if itis applied, why it is in accordance with the 
law, and the Committee of Ways and Means have 
nothing else to do with the matter. We have 
nothing to do except to appropriate the money 
necessary for carrying out the law, and to see that 
it is applied for the purpose of carrying out the 
law. 


as much—if he believes that corruption has ex- 
isted in the execution of this treaty, to take the 
proper steps for having the matter investigated, as 
it is that of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
or of any member of that committee. If he be- 
lieves such to be the fact—if he believes that this 
money has been misapplied, it is his duty to come 
before this House and ask for an investigation. 
‘That gentleman says he has been talking about 
this matter for two years. I ask himif he can 
clear his conscience as a representative of the 
American people upon this floor, when being satis- 
fied that these charges were well grounded, and, as 
he says, deserving of investigation, when he has not 
insisted upon an investigation ? 

Mr. DISNEY. I did make a move in the mat- 
ter. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Thegentleman did not make 
an effectual move, or there would be no necessity 
for making it now. If he made it, he should have 
followed it up until the matter was investigated 
and his object was accomplished. 

Mr. DISNEY. I did follow it up until it 
failed. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Well, it is plain that the 
gentleman did not accomplish his object, else, why 
is the question now before the House? And why 
are we here discussing it? But again, this ques- 
tion has been before the House ever since the 
commencement of the session. These rumors, as 


the gentleman says, have been talked of in the city | 
and have been mentioned in the public prints, yet | 


the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Disney] has sat 
here quietly in his seat as a member of this House 
and has made no move in reference to it until now, 


EMER CONGRESSIONA: 


Now, if we appropriate that money, and | 


It is just as much the duty of the honorable | 
gentieman from Ohio [Mr. Disney]—every bit | 


sary to carry out our treaty stipulations with 
Mexico; and now gentlemen propose to delay this 
appropriation, and thus stop the means of the 
Government to carry into effect the provisions of 


that treaty until this investigation can be made. | 
Why, if the investigation was to be made at all, 


it should have been made when the officer was 
first suspected. The question should at least have 
been raised at the commencement of the session, 
and not now. 

Now, what is the state of the case? The stipu- 
lations of the treaty must be sarried into effect; 
its terms must be complied with; but in order to 
comply with these terms it is necessary that a 
certain amount of money should be appropriated. 
It is, then,clearly the duty of this House to appro- 
priate that amount of money, and thus furnish the 
means to the Administrauon, or the Executive 
Department, to carry out the provisions of the 

¢treaty. That is what we have to do. If then 
the Kxecutive fails to apply the money to the pur- 
pose for which we have designed it, then it will 
be our business to investigate in relation to it. 
But is there any doubt upon that point?) Has the 
charge been brought by any one that the money 
heretofore appropriated for the payment of the 
former installinents has not been properly applied? 
Have not the installments been paid to the last 
dollar? No, sir, that is not the charge. The 
| charge is, that although the Executive has com- 
plied with the treaty—although the installment 
has been paid to the last dollar, yet that in some 
manner, they have made a speculation out of it. 
Well, is that for the Committee of Ways and 
Means to investigate? The money which has 
been appropriated out of the Treasury has been 
paid over, every dollar of it, and paid according 
to law. So far as the duty of the Committee of 
Ways and Means goes, then, it has been dis- 
charged. If corruption has been practiced upon 
the part of the Secretary of State, or upon the part 
of any other executive officer, it is as much the 
business of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Disney] 
to investigate it, as it is for the Committee of 
Ways and Means, or any member of that com- 
mittee. 

Mr. HOUSTON, (interrupting.) How can 
they investigate it unless it is referred to them? 

Mr. DUNHAM. The honorable chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means [Mr. Hovs- 
TON] suggests that this matter has not been referred 
to that committee. I ask the gentleman from 
Ohio—for he is a gentleman of a good deal of le- 
gislative experience—if it is usual, as far as his 


experience goes, for acommittee to act upon mere 
vague rumors, gotten up by or circulated through | 


the newspapers, without the authority of the 
House? Our committee was raised—for what 
purpose? 
bring forward and investigate every vague charge 
of every person or newspaper; to hunt up every lit- 
tle slander or rumor which circulates about the coun- 
try? Or is it our duty to carry out such matters as 
are referred to us by the House, either by your 
resolutions or by your laws, and which we are 
bound to carry out and execute ? 
itis made a part of my duty, as a member of the 


|| Committee of Ways and Means, or any other | 


committee of this House, to read the newspapers 
every morning, or to walk up and down the streets 
| of the city, to learn what idle rumors are afloat? 
| Or whether it is a part of my duty, as a member 
of that committee, to enter into the private contro- 


versies of speculators, in their seramble for spoils? 


For I tell gentlemen, that the great bone of 


| contention is a contention between speculators for | 
the job of paying the three millions of money, by || 


| which they hope and expect to make a profit off 
| of somebody. I had never supposed it was my 
duty to seize upon these idle rumors, and bring 


them officially before a committee of this House, || - 
and ask for action upon them in the committee- || for the inquiry to ascertain whether the fact b* 
room, and convert ourselves into a sort of inquisi: || 


tion, to hunt up charges and commence these in- 
vestigations. I do not believe this is the business 


_of any committee of this House; and if it is, I | 
| hope to God I may never be placed upon another. | 
My understanding of the duties of a committee of 
this House is, that we are to act upon such sub- 
jects as come to us legitimately through this 
| House, by the laws of the land, or by the action 


of the House. 


‘GLOBE. 


Was it raised as a sort of grand-jury, to | 


I ask, whether | 
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we know that he has discharged his duty... - 
as the faithful payment of the moneyapprones far 
by Congress goes; but further than that 1 oe 
know. God knows that I am no political aq a 
of the Secretary. I do not stand up here town 
dicate him. I care not for him so far as | nen 
cerned. All I ask is thatthe laws of the land aad 
be properly executed, and our treaty obligat’ 
faithfully complied with, and that the Execuge 
officers of this Government may have the eae 
of carrying out the treaty, and that they ma ms 
those means for that purpose in their own an 7 
that we can hold them responsible for the Manan 
in which they shall use them. That is aij, W, 
are bound to provide the means necessary to _ 
cute the treaty, and let the Executive ean 
them. " 

Mr. Chairman, J have taken up the time of th 
committee longer than I intended, and I wij a 
add one thing further. Shall we hesitate in . 
passage of this law and appropriating the money 
necessary to carry out the stipulations of this 
treaty, for the purpose of gratifying the » 
and revengeful feelings that have been engendered 
amongstcertain stock-jobbers against the Secretary 
of State, because they did not happen to be the 
fortunate speculators in this transaction? That is 
the real question at issue, and you cannot escane 
it. It isa question whether we shall embarrass ths 
action of the Executive branch of this Governmey; 
by these charges, for the purpose of gratifying {js 
malice of those who have been thwarted in their 
purpose of obtaining the contract for the paymen, 
of this installment. The experience of every may 
in these transactions is, that this money ought tp 
be appropriated, and that speedily, in order to ep. 
able the Government to transfer the money in the 
usual way to the Mexican Government in time 
make the payment by the day stipulated. To dp 
this we have no time to lose. If we delay we may 
incur much additional expense and trouble to og: 
Government in making this payment, the respon: 
sibility of which must rest upon those who obsiryet 
the speedy passage of this bill. 

Mr. DISNEY. I did not propose to say another 
word to the committee, in addition to what has 
already fallen from gentlemen, upon this subject; 
but the course of remark indu!ged in by the gen- 
tlemen who have just taken their seats, [Messrs 
Marsuact and Dunnam,] compels me to saya 
word or two in reply. ; 

I confess that I cannot see what. there is in con- 
nection with this subject that so utterly blinds us 
to all investigations in regard to these charges. 
Now, what are the facts of the case? Allegations 
have been made here involving two distinct poinss, 
One is, that the bargain made, in a pecuniary point 
of view, was not a just one to the Government of 
the United States. ‘The second one is, that by the 


alice 


| payment of the money upon the draft of the Mexi- 


can Government, the interests and wishes of that 
Government, as well as the interests of the United 
States, would be better consulted than by the pay- 
ment now proposed ta be made. These charges 
are made, and they are important ones. If they 


| have not been made on this floor, they have beea 


through the public prints of this city, as | staiel 


| before, and in the lobbies of this House, until som 


members of the House have become convinced thet 
there is reasonable ground for the inquiry. Wha, 


| then, is the objection to the investigations proposed’ 


Why do gentlemen rise here and denounce tt! 


|The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Massant] 


says we should first pass this bill, and then hel 
the Executive responsible for the improper dis 
charge of his duties, 4 
Mr. MARSHALL. [I ask the gentleman irom 
Ohio, whether he is prepared to say that the Mex- 


. . . . i 
| ican Government desire that this installment she! 
_ be paid otherwise than in the manner provided for 
| in the treaty ? 


Mr. DISNEY. There is reasonable ground 


so or not. And why will gentlemen rise her, 
and refuse the light, and refuse me the inform 
tion which I desire in order to enable me to vol 
intelligently? But we are told that all that ths 


|| House has to do is to appropriate the money,® 
| place it at the disposition of the Executive, re 
our treaty obligations are discharged as far as \ 


House is concerned. Let me ask of that gentle 
man,and every member of this House, have wes" 


Now, as to the charges which || those of us who have askéd for information ™ 


~. me 
when the emergency is precipitated upon us, when | have been brought against the Secretary of State, || order to enable us to vote intelligently upon ua 
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